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CANADA BY RAIL 
IN WINTER 

  
 Vancouver, Jasper, the Icefields Parkway, Banff, Lake Louise, 

Via Rail’s Canadian across Canada to Toronto and Niagara Falls,  
 

Thursday 22 January to Thursday 5 February 2015 
 

 
Join us for a two week tour of Canada in winter. Visit Grouse Mountain in Vancouver, Jasper and Banff in the Canadian 
Rockies, Sunwupta Falls, Maligne Lake, Lake Louise and the Icefields Parkway, and enjoy the four night journey 
across Canada aboard Via Rail’s flagship train the Canadian to Toronto - stunning scenery, great rail journeys and 
wonderful nature. Our tour concludes with Niagara Falls (with ice and snow) and a warming wine tasting and luncheon 
at one of Niagara-on-the Lake’s best vineyard restaurants. The tour features first class hotel accommodation. 
 
 ITINERARY 

The itinerary for the tour, with key activities each day, is below. On some days additional activities will be possible, 
some at no extra cost, others at additional own cost. Optional additions to the tour (at extra cost) when shown below 
are followed by (O).   Meals included are shown as Breakfast (B), Lunch (L), Dinner (D).  
 
 Thursday 22 January 2015 (L/D aboard the flight) – Australia to Vancouver  

Depart from Australia and fly direct to Vancouver, British Columbia. As you cross the International Date Line, you’ll 
arrive in Vancouver the morning of the same calendar day. Air Canada offers a direct service, however other options 
are possible via Japan with Japan Airlines, or through the USA with Qantas – we’ll discuss your travel preferences with 
you. On arrival in Vancouver we’ll transfer to our hotel (where we have arranged an early check-in to your room for you 
to freshen up), before setting out to explore. Vancouver is surrounded by stunning natural beauty – mountains, the 
ocean, rainforests and Stanley Park. With a warmer climate than eastern Canada, we’ll explore the city. Enjoy a late 
afternoon/ early evening stroll in the colourful and vibrant city foreshore, and then dinner at one of many excellent 
restaurants – the ethnic mix of Vancouver offers myriad variety, and pacific seafood is famous. Overnight the Fairmont 
Hotel, Vancouver. 
 
 Friday 23 January 2015 (D) – Vancouver  and aboard the Canadian 

A day exploring the city of Vancouver, the harbour and North Vancouver. We’ll visit Granville Island, catch the cable 
car to Grouse Mountain for fine views over the city and harbour, and ride the sky train and sea bus. We enjoy an early 
dinner tonight (included) before transferring around 7.00pm to Vancouver’s Pacific Station to join the Canadian. 



 
 

 
 
Enjoy the comfortable sleeping compartments aboard, the skyline dome car, Park Car with its observation dome and 
lounge, and quality dining in the restaurant cars. Overnight aboard the Canadian to Jasper. 
 
 Saturday 24 January 2015 (B/L) – the Rocky Mountains and Jasper  

A morning and early afternoon of sightseeing through the Rocky Mountains from the warmth and comfort of the 
Canadian.  Enjoy sunrise shortly after departure from Kamloops, and the spectacular Rocky Mountains scenery whilst 
enjoying breakfast and then lunch. A mid afternoon arrival into Jasper, we transfer the short distance to the hotel. Enjoy 
an evening meal in Jasper at one of the many restaurants catering for the winter tourists. Overnight Jasper. 
 
 Sunday 25 January 2015 (B) – Jasper National Park and the Icefields Parkway to Banff 

A mid morning departure as we head south along the Icefields Parkway towards Banff. We’ll visit Sunwupta Falls, 
Athabasca Glacier, Peyto and Bow Lakes, and travel between the mountain peaks. On arrival in Banff we check in to 
the excellent Rimrock Resort Hotel, perched on the edge of the Banff National Park, and adjacent to the excellent 
natural hot spring pools. Enjoy dinner at the hotel, or in one of the many restaurants in downtown Banff. Overnight 
Rimrock Resort, Banff. 
 
 Monday 26 January 2015 (B/D) – Banff National Park and Lake Louise 

After breakfast we’ll head out for sightseeing. We ride the Banff Gondola for views over the town and National Park. 
We will then drive to Lake Louise for lunch, visiting the famous Fairmont Lake Louise Chalet, for fine views over the 
frozen lake. We return to Banff, explore the township, then visit the hot springs opposite our hotel. Dinner is included 
tonight at the Rimrock Resort. Overnight at the Rimrock Resort, Banff. 
 
 Tuesday 27 January 2015 (B) – the Icefields Parkway to Jasper and Maligne Lake 

After breakfast we have a mid morning departure north back to Jasper. Jasper is the largest and most northerly of the 
Canadian rocky mountain national parks, part of a spectacular World Heritage Site. Comprised of delicate and carefully 
protected ecosystems, Jasper's scenery is none-the-less rugged and mountainous. Enjoy the serene beauty of Mount 
Edith Cavell, and visit Maligne Lake and walk along the edge of the deep canyon carved by the Maligne River over 
hundreds of thousands of years. Overnight Jasper. 
 
 Wednesday 28 January 2015 (B/D) – Jasper National Park 

A relaxing morning to explore the town of Jasper, visit the National Park Visitor’s Centre, some more local sightseeing, 
including a ride on the Jasper Tramway for a spectacular view over the town and national park. It is the highest and 
longest aerial tramway in Canada. Built in 1964 it ascends to a height of 2,277m above sea level, and offers 
commanding views of the Whistler Mountains. In the mid afternoon join the Canadian for our three night journey east to 
Toronto. Settle in to your comfortable sleeping compartment for the next three nights, and explore the Skyline dome 
car, Park Car with its observation dome and lounge, and quality dining in the restaurant cars. The train staff will 
prepare your bed each night, and in the morning refresh the cabin with fresh towels, linen and bathroom amenities. As 
the light fades departing Jasper you may see deer and elk, and watch the sun setting behind us over the Rocky 
Mountains as we head east across Alberta and Saskatchewan to Winnipeg, Manitoba. Overnight aboard the Canadian. 
 
 Thursday 29 January 2015 (B/L/D) –  on the Canadian towards Winnipeg 

A relaxing day aboard the Canadian, as we cross the prairies and head to Winnipeg. If 
you rise early you’ll see the town of Edmonton, and then we head across the prairies 
towards Rivers, La Portage to Winnipeg. Depending on the train’s schedule, there may 
be the opportunity to stretch your legs in the stopover in Winnipeg. You can visit the 
nearby Fort Garry Hotel, another of the famous Canadian Pacific Hotels, located 
opposite the railway station. Alternatively remain aboard in the warmth of the train, with 
an evening drink after dinner in the lounge cars. Overnight aboard the Canadian. 
 
 Friday 30 January 2015 (B/L/D) – aboard the Canadian 

We continue our transcontinental journey east aboard Via Rail’s flagship train – the 
Canadian. As the sun rises the train stops at Sioux Lookout, then continues east to 
Hornepayne in the mid afternoon for a stop to stretch your legs. The muskeg lakes are 
iced over, and trees covered in snow – creating a winter wonderland of colour and 
beauty. Enjoy breakfast, lunch and dinner in the dining car, and the ambience of the 
Skyline dome car, the Park Car with its mural lounge and vista dome. Overnight aboard the Canadian. 
 



 
 

 
 
 Saturday 31 January 2015 (B) – Toronto and the Fairmont Royal York Hotel 

In the mid morning the train arrives at Toronto’s Union Station. Alight and walk across the road to the former Canadian 
Pacific Hotel, now Fairmont’s Royal York Hotel. Today we’ll explore the city - whether you’re standing on the glass floor 
of the world’s highest public observation deck or venturing 13 storeys below a roaring waterfall, Toronto’s attractions 
are unique. Its cold winters have created an underground tunnel network that links almost the entire CBD. Its museums 
and art galleries are especially fine. Our accommodation features access to the hotel’s Club Lounge, with 
complimentary evening drinks, canapés and morning breakfast. Overnight the Fairmont Royal York, Toronto. 
 
 Sunday 1 February 2015 (B) – Toronto  

Toronto boasts a dynamic cultural life, and with the cooler months, special exhibitions and concerts are scheduled. 
We’ll visit the fine Royal Ontario Museum, the Art Gallery of Toronto, as well as the shopping areas of Bloor and Yonge 
streets.  Overnight the Fairmont Royal York, Toronto. 
 
 Monday 2 February 2015 (B/L) – Niagara Falls and Niagara Vineyards 

After breakfast we head south to visit the spectacular Niagara Falls from the Canadian side – the best side to view this 
amazing site. In winter the falls present a spectacular combination of ice and water surging over the vast width of the 
falls. We’ll go behind the falls to feel the power of the water as well as, explore the historic hydro features at the falls. 
We’ll then visit the quaint Niagara-on-the-Lake township, and enjoy wine tasting and lunch in one of Niagara’s best  
vineyard restaurants. We return to Toronto for our last night together. Overnight the Fairmont Royal York, Toronto. 
 
 Tuesday 3 February 2015 (B/D) – Toronto and to Australia  

Our last day in Canada and a relaxing morning at the hotel. There’s the opportunity for some last minute shopping, and 
in the mid afternoon we depart for Toronto’s Pearson airport for departure to Australia. Overnight aboard the flight. 
 
 Wednesday 4 February 2015 – in flight 

In transit crossing the International Date Line to Australia. 
 
 Thursday 5 February 2015 (B) – Australia 

A morning arrival to Australia 
 
 ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS 

Accommodation is in 4½ - 5 star hotels. Breakfast is included almost every morning, and some lunches and dinners as 
identified in the itinerary. Meals are included when we are travelling aboard Via Rail’s trains. Where there is a range of 
lunch and dinner options, we have not included these in the itinerary to provide choice in style and time of dining. 
 
 FARES AND BOOKING PROCEDURES 

The tour fare is: 
 
- $5,650 per person on a twin share basis, plus airfares to/ from Australia.  
- $960 single hotel supplement (there is no additional charge for single accommodation on the Canadian.)  
 
 BOOKING, CANCELLATION AND TRAVEL CONDITIONS 

Bookings will be accepted on the attached form. Cancellation fees apply as follows: the initial deposit is refundable 
less cancellation costs incurred by suppliers for commitments made on your behalf, and a $500 administrative fee. 
After payment of further deposits towards the final tour cost, costs for tickets, accommodation, sightseeing etc made on 
your behalf  will incur cancellation charges equal to the cancellation charges incurred to us, imposed by 
suppliers/operators, plus a fee to cover administrative costs – more than three months prior to departure, $1,000 per 
person; within three months, $2,000 per person. No refund will be made after six weeks prior to departure from 
Sydney. Any cancellation or administration charges imposed by the suppliers/operators of components of this tour 
must be borne by you, the passenger. Responsibility – Scenic Journeys by Rail, trading as St James’ Rail, acts only 
as the organiser of the tour. On acceptance of tickets and travel documents for this tour, which may be evidenced in 
writing by a ticket, voucher, letter, or other document, you accept that neither St James’ Rail nor representatives from 
any other firm supplying services in conjunction with this tour programme, shall be liable in contract or in tort 



 
 

(actionable wrong) for any injury, loss, damage, accident, sickness, delay or additional expense to you or your 
possessions arising directly or indirectly by force majeure or other events which are beyond our control, or which are 
not preventable by reasonable diligence on our part,  including, but not limited to, civil disturbance, fire, floods, acts of 
God, acts of Governments or other authorities, changes in itinerary, weather, strikes, war, transportation disruption, 
failure of machinery or equipment, industrial action,  quarantine or any other cause. Where travel is by scheduled 
carrier, or charter service, that carrier’s responsibility is limited in accordance with their conditions of carriage. Similarly 
all luggage is your responsibility, and we cannot be held liable for any loss or delay however caused. The care of your 
travel documents are your own responsibility. All expenses incurred by loss must be borne by you. Airline regulations 
and conditions are written on the airline tickets and are issued to passengers subject to their acceptance of these 
conditions. Changes in exchange rates, taxes and any land arrangements costs may alter the price of the tour, and St 
James’ Rail reserves the right to change, amend or cancel this tour and/or itinerary if necessary. We reserve the right 
to amend the itinerary en route to account for unforeseen changes or conditions, or to improve the tour experience for 
the majority, as determined by the tour leader. Passports and visas – a valid passport with six months validity from 
the end of the tour is required. St James’ Rail cannot accept responsibility for any losses or expenses incurred as a 
result of a passenger not holding valid and necessary passport or visa documents. 
 
 CAPACITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TOUR 

Fitness and mobility is necessary for participation in the tour. Tour passengers must be able to manage their own 
luggage, and to carry/wheel it on and off trains, from stations to hotels, and if necessary, up or down a flight of stairs. 
The tour involves travel on the public transport networks of some cities, and exploration of locations requires walking.  
By payment of your deposit and tour fare you confirm that you are of a suitable level of mobility and fitness to 
participate in the tour, and are aware of the nature of the tour. 
 
 INSURANCE 

A condition of travel on this tour is that you have a comprehensive travel insurance policy to protect yourself against 
cancellation fees, health and other travel risks. An insurance policy can be forwarded from our travel agent at Flight 
Centre Martin Place, Shop 2D, Sydney, NSW 2000.  Obtaining insurance cover is your responsibility. 
 
 FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact us on (02) 9326 9660 or 0418 585 838, or email to sjr@digitor.com.au 
 



 
 

 
 

CANADA BY RAIL IN WINTER  
 

Thursday 22 January to Thursday 5 February 2015 
 

BOOKING FORM 
 
 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address: …………………………………………………….…………… Suburb: ……………………………… Postcode: ………………… 
 
Home tel: ………………………………………  Work tel: …………………………………… Mobile: ………………………………………. 
 
BOOKING DETAILS (Passenger names) 
 
Passenger 1 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
Passenger 2 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
Passenger 3 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
Passenger 4 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
PAYMENT 
 
I enclose $ ……………….. as deposit ($1500 per person) for the above. Cheques payable to St James Rail to PO Box N400, 
GROSVENOR PLACE, 1220. Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) details below. A letter acknowledging receipt will be forwarded. 
 
Account name: Scenic Journeys by Rail (trading as St James Rail) 
BSB:  033 364 
Account:  612826 
Reference: Canada (and your surname) 
 
AIR TRAVEL TO/FROM CANADA - we will contact you to discuss your flight preferences.   
 
TOUR OPTIONS 
 
I/we wish to travel to Vancouver earlier than the group   …………………… 
 
I/we wish to depart from Toronto later than the group   ..…………………. 
 
TRAIN ACCOMMODATION 
 
Single bedroom: ……….  Double bed rooms: ……….  
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 
 
Single rooms: ………. Double rooms: ………. Twin (two bedded) rooms: ………. Triple bedded room ………. 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS 
 
Please indicate any dietary or any other sort of special request : …………………………………………………...………………………  
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE 
 
I have read the reservation conditions outlined above and accept them on behalf of myself and my party by whom I am authorised to 
make this agreement. 
 
Signature of person making reservation: …………………………………………………………  Date: ……………………………………. 
 
Cancellation charges apply as detailed above.  Cancellation charges will apply as advised in this itinerary. An insurance policy can 
be forwarded from our travel agent at Flight Centre Martin Place, Martin Place, Sydney, NSW 2000.   


