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ALASKA AND CANADA  
BY RAIL 

 Vancouver, Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway and Seward, 
Anchorage, Denali National Park, Fairbanks,  

the Yukon, the Inside Passage, Prince Rupert, Jasper, Winnipeg,  
Churchill on Hudson Bay - for beluga whales and polar bears* -  

then across Canada to Toronto and Niagara Falls,  
aboard the Holland America MS Oosterdam, the Alaskan Marine 

Highway, and Via Rail’s Skeena, Canadian and Hudson Bay  
 

Friday 1 August to Monday 1 September 2014 
(extension to Churchill/Toronto to Sunday 14 September 2014) 

 

 
Join us for a one month (or 45 day) tour of the Alaskan coastline, Inside Passage, Denali National Park, the Yukon and 
Rocky Mountains by ship and rail. Explore the Alaskan towns of Ketchikan, Juneau and Skagway in comfort aboard the 
MS Oosterdam, then explore the inside passage and south east communities aboard the small vessels of the Alaskan 
Marine Highway and meet the locals going about their daily lives. There is the option for a two week extension across 
Canada by rail to visit Churchill on Hudson Bay – stunning scenery, great rail and sea journeys and wonderful nature. 
(*wildlife viewing cannot be assured, and the visit to Churchill is between the whale and polar bear peak seasons.) 
 

 



 

 

 ITINERARY 

The itinerary for the tour, with key activities each day, is below. On some days additional activities will be possible, 
some at no extra cost, others at additional own cost. Optional additions to the tour (at extra cost) when shown below 
are followed by (O).   Meals included are shown as Breakfast (B), Lunch (L), Dinner (D), Supper (S).  
 

 Friday 1 August 2014 (L/D) – Australia to Vancouver  

Depart from Australia and fly direct to Vancouver, British Columbia. As you cross the International Date Line, you’ll 
arrive in Vancouver the morning of the same calendar day. Air Canada offers a direct service, however other options 
are possible via Japan with Japan Airlines, or through the USA with Qantas – we’ll discuss your travel preferences with 
you. On arrival in Vancouver we’ll transfer to our hotel and leave luggage, before setting out to explore. Vancouver is 
surrounded by stunning natural beauty – mountains, the ocean, rainforests, Stanley Park and Kitsilano beach.  Enjoy a 
late afternoon/ early evening stroll in the colourful and vibrant city centre, and then dinner at one of many excellent 
restaurants – the ethnic mix of Vancouver offers  myriad variety, and pacific seafood is famous. Overnight Vancouver. 
 

 Saturday 2 August 2014 (B) – Vancouver  

A day exploring the city of Vancouver, the harbour and North Vancouver. We’ll visit Granville Island, catch the cable 
car to Grouse Mountain for fine views over the city and harbour, ride the sky train, visit the downtown rail museum, and 
inspect the fine Queen Elizabeth Park. Dinner at leisure and overnight Vancouver. 
 

 Sunday 3 August 2014 (B/D) – board MS Oosterdam  for 7 nights north to Seward, Alaska 

A relaxing morning free to walk around the harbour foreshore or city, before 
midday boarding of the MS Oosterdam. Holland America boasts mid sized 
ships with a 5 star cruise rating and the Oosterdam, launched in July 2003, 
by HRH Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, maintains the cruise lines 
famed traditions. Holland America is proud of their venerable status, an the 
line is arguably the most historic and tradition-laden on the seas.  Its first 
ship, the 1,684-ton Rotterdam, set sail on a voyage between Holland and 
New York in 1873. We’ve booked verandah suites aboard the ship, 
providing open access to the fresh air and scenery direct from your 
stateroom. Fine dining, a range of onboard amenities from spas, swimming 
pools and saunas to lectures, live shows, theatres, libraries and more will 
ensure there is no time with little to do. (The seven day cruise northbound is an ideal way to allow you to explore the 
Alaskan towns of Ketchikan, Juneau and Skagway, cruise the deeper areas of the Inside Passage (we’ll see more 
intimate parts of the Inside Passage on our return) as well as cruising in Glacier Bay. It will be our ‘moving hotel on sea’ 
and makes exploration of the coastline and its townships comfortable and practical. (Having done this cruise with 
Holland America on four prior occasions I can recommend the experience, and as a beginning to the tour it is a great 
way to commence our exploration of Alaska and the Yukon.) We’ll provide further detail of life aboard the ship and tips 
to ensure you enjoy the experience, as well as how to navigate the intricacies of cruising. Overnight aboard MS 
Oosterdam. 
 

 Monday 4 August 2014 (B/L/D) – cruising the Inside Passage 

The fabled Inside Passage is one of the most scenic sea-lanes in the world, and one of the few where deep-draft 
vessels can sail close to steep mountain walls. The scenery is unbelievable, with forests in a hundred shades of green, 
tumbling turquoise glaciers, and evocative towns loaded with history, culture and adventure. With most of Southeast 
Alaska accessible only by boat or plane, the Inside Passage is a lifeline to the outside world. All day long it hums 
with activity. Overnight aboard MS Oosterdam. 
 

 Tuesday 5 August 2014 (B/L/D) – Ketchikan 

Ketchikan clutches the shores of the Tongass Narrows, with many shops and 
houses built right out over the water. The stairways are weathered and the 
vibe is cheerful in the town that calls itself the Salmon Capital of the World. 
Besides the main attractions – Creek Street, the Tongass Historical Museum, 
Totem Bight State Park and Saxman Village – you can try a flightseeing trip 
(O) to Misty Fjords National Monument. These deepwater fjords were gouged 
out by retreating glaciers, leaving granite cliffs towering thousands of feet 
above the sea and countless waterfalls plunging into placid waters. Here, as 
in Juneau and Skagway, there are many ‘ship excursions’ that are possible at 
extra cost. We’ve included general sightseeing in each of the locations, 
however the more adventurous options are at additional expense. Overnight 
aboard MS Oosterdam. 



 

 

 

 Wednesday 6 August 2014 (B/L/D) – Juneau 

No roads lead to Juneau, which gives the Alaskan capital a misty 
inscrutability. You need to come by air or water, but when you arrive, the place 
will delight you with its bounty of water, forests, and mountains. Squeezed 
between the Gastineau Channel and Coast Mountains, Juneau offers a great 
variety in close proximity. The massive Mendenhall Glacier and the immense 
Juneau Icefields are at its back door. The vast Tongass National Forest 
stretches away to the northeast. You can explore the town or kayak, dogsled, 
raft, hike, whale watch, flightsee or fish (these are optional extras). The 
adventures are as bountiful as the daylight. Overnight aboard MS Oosterdam. 
 
 

 Thursday 7 August 2014 (B/L/D) – Skagway 

Some of the aspiring Klondike gold rushers who made it to Skagway took a look at the 800 kilometre journey that still 
lay ahead of them and decided a change of profession was in order. So many of them set up shop as provisioners that 
Skagway was the largest city in Alaska by the end of the 19th century. Booms fade and dreams move on, but the glory 
days still reverberate through the town. We ride the antique White Pass & Yukon narrow-gauge railway, step into the 
Red Onion Saloon and peruse the restored buildings and wooden boardwalks of the Klondike Gold Rush National 
Historical Park – the stories of the Chilcott Pass and the gold rush are extraordinary as man pitted himself against 
searing cold and weather in pursuit of possible wealth. Overnight aboard MS Oosterdam. 
 

 Friday 8 August 2014 (B/L/D) – cruising Glacier Bay 

Glacier Bay National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site that protects a unique ecosystem of plants and animals 
living in concert with an ever-changing glacial landscape. The glaciers practically terminate in your lap. When a 
monumental chunk of ice splits off a glacier and thunders into the sea the impact shoots water hundreds of feet into the 
air. Glacier Bay has more actively calving tidewater glaciers than anyplace else in the world. Overnight MS Oosterdam. 
 

 Saturday 9 August 2014 (B/L/D) – at sea to Seward 

We cruise along the Alaskan coastline – a final day aboard to relax. Overnight aboard MS Oosterdam. 
 

 Sunday 10 August 2014 (B) – Seward 

After an early disembarkation this morning, we’ll explore around Seward. The Alaskan Sea Life Centre,built in 1997 
mainly by funds from Exxon Valdez oil spill fines, is a not-for-profit working towards public education, marine research, 
and rehabilitation. You’ll see two two-story high habitats for sea birds and sea lions, get hands on with sea anemones, 
learn more about the waters around Alaska and the Valdez spill, and admire the spectacular view of Resurrection Bay 
off the back deck. We visit the boat harbour, waterfront park, local museum and Seward’s very own glacier at its back 
door. Overnight Seward. 
 

 Monday 11 August 2014 (B/L) – Kenai Fjords National Park and to Anchorage 

After an early breakfast we board a high powered vessel for a six hour cruise of 
the Kenai Fjords National Park. This is Alaska’s most popular wildlife and 
glacier cruise, and last time we travelled on this cruise it was genuinely a 
highlight – with sealife abundant, and birdlife prolific – we hope it is this time as 
well ! The cruise provides an in-depth experience of Kenai Fjords National 
Park’s abundant wildlife, alpine and tidewater glaciers. There is full narration by 
an experienced captain and the trip includes a visit to the Alaska Maritime N  
ational Wildlife Refuge, home to teeming seabird rookeries.  In the late 
afternoon we board the Alaskan Railroad ‘Coastal Classic’ for the scenic rail 
journey to Anchorage. The train winds from the shores of Resurrection Bay, 
through the stretch of wilderness between Seward  and Anchorage, with a string of massive glaciers visible from the 
track enriching the journey. We travel in GoldStar class with dome cars and refreshments aboard. Overnight 
Anchorage. 
 

 Tuesday 12 August 2014 (B) – Anchorage 

We explore the city of Anchorage, and while the old saying ‘you can see Alaska form Anchorage’ is basically true, 
some 40% of the population of Alaska resides in the greater metropolitan area. With a collection of interesting cultural 
and historic museums, focusing on the native history and culture, there are also specialist museums focusing on 
aviation, art and more. A relaxing day on ‘terra firma’ after our days at sea. Overnight Anchorage. 



 

 

 

 Wednesday 13 August 2014 (B) – Anchorage 

A free day to explore at leisure, engage in some more active sightseeing activities such as dog sledding (O) or 
flightseeing (O) or visit the museums of Anchorage for a more in depth experience. There is also the option to join the 
Alaskan Railroad’s Glacier Discovery Train (O) as it travels  from Anchorage south along Turnagain Arm to Whitter  on 
Prince William Sound. The train picks up the shore of Turnagain Arm, where beluga whales feed on small fish and 
salmon heading to spawning grounds. This area is part of the Chugach National Forest, at six million acres, the second 
largest national forest in the U.S. Dall sheep come down from the peaks of the Chugach Mountains and eagles cruise 
the shoreline looking for an easy meal. After traveling past Girdwood, 40 miles from Anchorage, the train leaves the 
mainline for the 12-mile trip into the port of Whittier. Watch for salmon in the streams along the way before you enter 
the first of two tunnels. Whittier is the gateway to Prince William Sound, where some passengers board day cruisers or 
fishing charters. You can alight here, or remain on board and visit Placer Valley or Spencer Glacier – the latter involves 
a partnership with the U.S. Forest Service where you can hop off the train at the Spencer Whistle Stop for a narrated 
2.5 kilometre walk with a U.S. Forest Service ranger. The trail leads to Spencer Lake for spectacular glacier viewing. 
We’ll provide more details of options  closer to departure. Overnight Anchorage. 
 

 Thursday 14 August 2014 (B/L) – to Denali National Park 

This morning we board the Denali Star rail service of the Alaskan Railroads and head north towards Fairbanks. The 
Alaskan Railroad runs from Seward through Anchorage to Fairbanks, with a short spur to Whittier. The locomotives, 
freight and passenger wagons have all come in by ship, as there is no connection to the rest of the American or 
Canadian rail network. Begun in 1915 and completed in 1923, until 1987 the railroad was the only land transportation 
between Anchorage and Fairbanks. On this route, sparkling salmon streams and stands of birch and spruce come into 
view, while carpets of fireweed add dramatic purple to the landscape. We enjoy GoldStar Service with reserved upper-
level dome car seating, upper-level outdoor viewing deck, exclusive lower-level dining room, and complimentary non 
alcoholic beverages. We alight from the train at Denali for two nights in the National Park.   Overnight Denali. 
 

 Friday 15 August 2014 (B/D) – Denali National Park 

After breakfast we enjoy a full day tour of the park, and experience the wildlife of the area. Established in 1917, as Mt 
McKinley National Park, the wildlife reserve actually did not include the mountain after which it was named. Finally, in 
1980, the park was tripled in size, and now includes the entire mountain massif and the caribou herd winter range and 
calving grounds, and was renamed Denali National Park and Preserve. The park’s true grandeur lies in it being, as 
much as possible with the increasing visitor access, an intact subarctic ecosystem. Overnight Denali. 
 

 Saturday 16 August 2014 (B) – the Denali Star on the Alaskan Railroad to Fairbanks 

After breakfast you have the morning and early afternoon to walk or relax, or perhaps join a paddle rafting experience 
(O) before an afternoon departure for the rail journey from Denali north to Fairbanks. An early evening arrival we 
transfer to our accommodation for the next two nights. Overnight Fairbanks. 
 

 Sunday 17 August 2014 (B) – Fairbanks 

After breakfast we inspect the town, learn of its gold rush history, meet the famed Alaskan huskies and learn of the 
Iditarod, visit Gold Dredge No 8, and cruise on a sternwheeler on the Chena and Tanana River.  Overnight Fairbanks. 
 

 Monday 18 August 2014 (B/D) – Fairbanks to Beaver Creek 

After breakfast we’ll join our coach and travel along the Alaskan Highway to Beaver Creek.  Today and tomorrow the 
scenery is striking with high mountains and broad valleys, lakes and forest. We learn of the enormity of this engineering 
feat, visit the Athabascan Indian Trading Village at Tok, visit the National Park Centre to learn of the geography and 
nature through which we are passing, and then cross the Canadian Border into the Yukon Territory.  We stay overnight  
at Beaver Creek, where the moose outnumber people two to one. Overnight Beaver Creek. 
 

 Tuesday 19 August 2014 (B/D) – Beaver Creek to Whitehorse 

After breakfast we’ll join our coach and travel further along the Alaskan Highway to Whitehorse.  One hundred years 
ago, 30,000 reckless adventurers fought their way up the Yukon River by boat, on their voyage to the goldfields. Many 
struggled through the choppy waters of the Whitehorse Rapids. Fearless men and women traversing great distances to 
arrive at their goal the Klondike. Whitehorse, capital of the Yukon Territory, is home to spectacular scenery. Nestled on 
the banks of the famed Yukon River, surrounded by mountains and clear lakes, Whitehorse takes its name from the 
frothing waves of the river rapids, thought by stampeders to resemble the manes of white horses. Overnight 
Whitehorse. 
 



 

 

 Wednesday 20 August 2014 (B) – White Pass and Yukon Railway to Skagway 

After breakfast we’ll join our coach and transfer to the White Pass and Yukon 
Railway for the spectacular journey along the gorge and down the canyon to 
Skagway. Against all odds, this iron trail was born of the 1898 Klondike Gold 
Rush and was built through some of the north’s most ruggedly beautiful 
terrain. We travel from Carcross down the canyon to Skagway, and pass not 
only dramatic scenery, but experience this extraordinary engineering feat.  
Today it’s a comfortable ride in refurbished train cars following the original 
route of the hopeful stampeders of 1898 – with none of the -40 degree arctic 
conditions that faced their attempts to cross into Canada’s Yukon Territory. 
We transfer to our motel and overnight Skagway. 
 

 Thursday 21 August 2014  – Skagway to Juneau on the Alaskan Marine Highway 

An early morning rise to join the MV Matanuska for the 7 hour sailing to Juneau. In contrast to the sophistication of the 
Holland America lien’s MS Oosterdam, the Alaskan Marine Highway’s (AMH) MV Matanuska is a working vessel. With 
so much of the Alaskan coastline only accessible by sea or air, the AMH provides the daily transport services to the 
many small communities that populate the coastline and islands of this beautiful area. We’ll sail out of Chilkoot inlet, 
past Haines State Forest, Sullivan Island and Berners Bay to Juneau. On this smaller vessel we’ll see places and 
sights we did not on the larger MS Oosterdam. Overnight Juneau. 
 

 Friday 22 August 2014  –  Junea to Sitka 

Another early rise to catch the MV Fairweather to Sitka. We sail through the 
narrow straights around Admiralty Island to Baranof Island, and to the colourful 
village of Sitka. The City and Borough of Sitka, formerly New Archangel under 
Russian rule, is a unified city-borough located on Baranof Island and the southern 
half of Chichagof Island in the Alexander Archipelago of the Pacific Ocean, in the 
U.S. state of Alaska. ith views of island-studded waters and stately spruce forests 
reaching to the water's edge, Sitka is considered Alaska's most beautiful seaside 
town.  Yet Sitka's hallmark is its tenure and devotion to a culturally diverse past.  
In a young state whose history is filled with tales of boom towns and ghost towns, Sitka has the distinctive character of 
a place that has been settled for thousands of years.  These ancient lands, home to the Tlingit Indians, celebrated their 
life and culture long before Russians or Americans walked on the rocky shores and today Tlingit living culture is deeply 
rooted in this small seaside city. Overnight Sitka. 
 

 Saturday 23 August 2014 (B) –  to Prince Rupert along the Inside Passage on the MV Taku 

After breakfast we’ll join the MV Taku for a two day / one night sailing south through the Inside Passage to Prince 
Rupert. The MV Taku is a simpler working vessel, with the overnight accommodation in simple cabins aboard. Lunch, 
dinner and breakfast tomorrow are purchased in the on board café – which provides simple meals in a buffet / café 
environment. The feature of this journey is the beautiful scenery, and with the smaller vessel, the ability to travel 
through the narrow strait and inlets of the Inside Passage. We stop in Kake and Petersburgh for about one hour where 
you can explore briefly round the terminal. Overnight aboard the MV Taku. 
 

 Sunday 24 August 2014 (D) –  sailing the Inside Passage to Prince Rupert 

Breakfast and lunch can be purchased aboard, then aday of lovely scenery as we sail through the Inside Passage, with 
a brief stop at Ketchikan before our late afternoon arrival in Prince Rupert.  With the smaller vessel, we’ll get up close 
to the beautiful islands and inlets of the ocean, and you can sit on the deck and watch the scenery pass. We’ll transfer 
on arrival in Prince Rupert to our hotel, and then enjoy dinner, before retiring for the night. Overnight Prince Rupert. 
 

 Monday 25 August 2014 (B) –  Prince Rupert sightseeing 

After a late breakfast we’ll enjoy a relaxing day to explore Prince Rupert. With 
a combination of cultures, Prince Rupert's unique cosmopolitan identity covers 
more than 10,000 years of First Nations culture, as well as a rich history of 
railway construction, fishing, logging, and shipping.  The Museum of Northern 
British Columbia is the centrepiece of the cultural district. This world-class 
museum houses art and artefacts exploring the wealth of history and culture 
on the Northwest Coast. At the Kwinitsa Railway Museum, we’ll experience 
the life of early station agents and linemen who worked the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway at the turn of the century, and at the North Pacific Cannery, 
now a National Historic Site we’ll experience the most complete 19th century salmon cannery remaining on the West 
Coast. Overnight Prince Rupert.  



 

 

 

 Tuesday 26 August 2014 (B) –   

We head this morning to Laxspalaws - the Tsimshian name for the tiny island across from the community of 
Metlakatla and set on reserve land of the Metlakatla Band. Its name means, “island of sand” and it is locally known as 
Pike Island. Some more opportunity to see sealife, possibly grizzly bears, and enjoy the cosmopolitan atmosphere of 
Cow Bay in the early evening to dine at leisure, to walk along the coast line, and prepare for the beginning of our rail 
crossing of Canada, from Prince Rupert in the west to Toronto in the east. 
 

 Wednesday 27 August 2014 (B) – Aboard the Skeena from Prince Rupert to Prince George  

We begin the first day of our two day rail journey from Prince Rupert towards 
Jasper in the Canadian Rocky Mountains. Taking a fabulous 1,160-kilometre 
journey over two days, the Skeena travels between Prince Rupert on the Pacific 
coast and Jasper National Park in the heart of the superb Canadian Rockies ... 
pass glaciers, moose, old smokehouses, bears, totem poles, pictograms, and 
canyons… Via Rail’s Skeena rail service transports you through stunning scenery 
in comfort. Enjoy the views from the dome car and watch the scenery disappear 
behind the train. On arrival in Prince George we transfer to our accommodation for 
the night. Dinner is at leisure in one of the nearby restaurants and cafes. Overnight 
at Prince George. 
 

 Thursday 28 August  2014 (B) – Aboard the Skeena from Prince George to Jasper 

Our second day takes us from Prince George to Jasper, with more fantastic scenery en route. Overnight Jasper. 
 

 Friday 29 August 2014 (B) – Jasper National Park 

A full day of sightseeing from Jasper. Jasper is the largest and most northerly Canadian rocky mountain national park, 
part of a spectacular World Heritage Site. Comprised of delicate and carefully protected ecosystems, Jasper's scenery 
is none-the-less rugged and mountainous. In this special corner of Canada we’ll hear the thunder of Sunwapta Falls, 
enjoy the serene beauty of Mount Edith Cavell, view Maligne Lake and experience the wonders of this national park. 
(Those not travelling to Churchill leave on the Canadian train to Vancouver then fly out.) Overnight Jasper. 
 

 Saturday 30 August 2014 (B/D) – Jasper  to Winnipeg on the Canadian 

A relaxing morning and some sightseeing close to Jasper, including a visit to the Jasper Tramway,  the highest and 
longest aerial tramway located in Canada. It was built in 1964 and goes to a height of 2,277 m above sea level, and 
offers commanding views of the Whistler Mountains. In the mid afternoon we join Via Rail’s flagship train, the 
Canadian, for our 28 hour journey east across Alberta and Saskatchewan to Winnipeg, Manitoba. Enjoy the 
comfortable sleeping compartments aboard, the dome cars, Park Car with its dome and lounge, and fine dining in the 
restaurant cars. Overnight aboard The Canadian. 
 

 Sunday 31 August 2014 (B/L) –  on the Canadian to Winnipeg 

A relaxing day aboard the Canadian, as we cross the prairies and head to Winnipeg. You will enjoy the An early 
evening arrival into Winnipeg, and we walk the short distance to the Fort Garry Hotel, another of the famous Canadian 
Pacific Hotels, located opposite the railway station. Overnight Winnipeg. 
 

 Monday 1 September 2014 (B) –  Winnipeg 

A full day exploring this vibrant city. Winnipeg is the capital and largest city of 
Manitoba, Canada, with a metropolitan population of more than 730,000. It is located 
near the longitudinal centre of North America, at the confluence of the Red and 
Assiniboine Rivers. We’ll inspect the Forks National Historic Site - an urban oasis 
that was once an historic meeting place, located at the junction of the Assiniboine 
and mighty Red Rivers. The Winnipeg Art Gallery is Canada’s oldest public gallery 
and home to the world’s largest public collection of contemporary Inuit art. The 
Exchange District National Historic Site is one of North America’s most colourful and 
cosmopolitan neighbourhoods. The 30-block district showcases North America’s 
most extensive collection of turn-of-the-last-century architecture, and is home to the 
city’s unrivalled arts community. The Manitoba Museum offers a vivid portrayal of Manitoba's rich and colourful history 
and is home of one of Canada's most important historical collections: The Hudson's Bay Company Museum Collection. 
St Boniface is Winnipeg's French Quarter and we’ll pass over the spectacular Esplanade Riel Pedestrian Bridge to visit 
one of the largest francophone communities west of the Great Lakes and the birthplace of Louis Riel, the Métis leader 
who founded Manitoba. Overnight Winnipeg. 



 

 

 

 Tuesday 2 September 2014 (B) –  Winnipeg to Churchill on the Hudson Bay 

A relaxing morning to explore downtown or walk along the river and park. Late morning we meet to walk across the 
road to the station to join Via Rail’s Hudson Bay rail service and travel north to Churchill, on Hudson Bay. Our two night 
rail journey takes us 1697 kilometres into the remote northern reaches of the state of Manitoba, to the city of Churchill. 
North of Thomson (the last 550km) there are no roads – the train provides the lifeline to Churchill. The Hudson Bay 
provides comfortable sleeping accommodations - single and double bedrooms - as well as a restaurant car in which to 
enjoy your meals. Overnight on the Hudson Bay train. 
 

 Wednesday 3 September 2014 (B) –  The Pas to Churchill on the Hudson Bay 

In the early hours of the morning we stop at The Pas, and then we journey through Orok, Finger, Dering and in the 
morning light, Ponton and Pipun. We arrive in Thomson in the middle of the day, and the train stops here for a 
scheduled five hours – though the on time running of the train can mean this time changes significantly. A day of rail 
travel through this remote part of Canada, from the comfort of the train’s sleeping compartments, lounge car and vista 
dome. Overnight on the Hudson Bay train. 
 

 Thursday 4 September 2014 (B/D) – Churchill, Manitoba – beluga whales, polar bears 

A mid morning arrival in Churchill. Perched on the edge of Hudson Bay, about 1100 kilometres north of Winnipeg, the 
town of Churchill and the surrounding area are steeped in history as old as Canada. Archaeology in the area shows 
evidence of human presence dating back 4,000 years. Prince of Wales Fort, built in the mid 1700's by the Hudson Bay 
Company, sits just across the river, a solid reminder of the fur trade which first put Churchill on the map. Now famous 
as the Polar Bear capital of the world, as these amazing creatures assemble on the edge of a freezing Bay to await the 
time when they can head onto the frozen surface of water for the winter. Sealife abounds with Beluga Whales, and 
large birds of prey hover over the water’s edge. The town itself also boasts a range of interesting historical sites. 
Overnight Churchill.  

 

 Friday 5 September 2014 (B/L) – Churchill, Manitoba  

A full day exploring the local wildlife, to see polar bears, sealife and birdlife. It is 
estimated there are about 15,000 polar bears in northern Canada, and about 
300 of them pass by or through the town of Churchill. The bears inhabit the 
tundra surrounding the town as they wait for the water on Hudson Bay to freeze 
over. When the water freezes, their search for food will begin. The bears are 
starving for seals after a summer of nothing to eat. Depending upon a range of 
factors, the exact schedule of activities in Churchill over the three days may 
alter. We’ll inspect the diverse landscapes surrounding Churchill, from the boreal 
forest at its northern edge to the expansive Arctic tundra. More than 400 native plant species can be found here; during 
the short summer, wildflowers explode in a jumble of different colours and shapes. Leading into fall, the ground is 
covered in scarlet bearberries, yellow willows and downy white tufts of Arctic avens. Glacier-sculpted boulders inhabit 
the edge of Hudson Bay – where the sea gives way to rolling tundra. There is beauty in the details – miniature shrubs 
push through permafrost and brilliantly coloured bursts of flowering plants hug the ground for protection. It’s an 
evocative terrain that will compel you to admire the strength of the many plant species that inhabit this uncompromising 
environment. Patches of boreal forest – including black spruce, white spruce and a thick mat of lichens – encroach on 
its relatively barren neighbour. In many ways, Churchill is still a wild frontier. Dog teams have historically played a 
prominent role in all Northern Manitoba aboriginal cultures as one of the main modes of transportation. With the 
experience of local dog mushers Gerald and Jenafor, we’ll experience what it is like to ride aboard your own dog sled. 
Overnight Churchill. Please remember we are visiting Churchill in the period between the peak Beluga Whale and 
Polar Bear watching seasons – whilst we may get to experience both, we are at the mercy of a changeable climate and 
nature as to how much of the natural wildlife we might see. Overnight Churchill.  
 

 Saturday 6 September 2014 (B) – Churchill, then to Winnipeg on the Hudson Bay 

After breakfast we’ll visit the Prince of Wales Fort National Historic Site which 
encompasses a massive fortification along with installations at Cape Merry and 
Sloop Cove. A huge stone fortress that took the Hudson’s Bay Company 40 
years to build in the1700s, it’s a reminder of the French-English struggle for 
control of Hudson Bay’s fur trade. But the fort did not live up to expectations and 
in 1782 it fell without a shot being fired from any of its 40 cannons. 
Reconstruction of the fort was undertaken in the 1930s and again in the 1960s. 
Cape Merry National Historic Site is named after Captain John Merry, Deputy 
Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company from 1712-1718, and is home to a 
stone battery that was constructed in 1746 to provide additional protection at the river mouth. Designed to supplement 
the defences of Prince of Wales Fort, the battery was constructed with six cannon emplacements. 



 

 

In the early evening we join the Hudson Bay for our return journey south through Thompson and The Pas to Winnipeg. 
Overnight aboard the Hudson Bay in sleeping compartments.  
 

 Sunday 7 September 2014 (B) – aboard the Hudson Bay 

Relax aboard as we travel south through Manitoba. We stop in Thompson for 2 ½ hrs at lunchtime, and if we are on 
time we’ll head downtown to have lunch.  Other meals in the restaurant car and overnight aboard the Hudson Bay. 
 

 Monday 8 September 2014 (B) – Winnipeg 

A later afternoon arrival in Winnipeg, and we cross the road to the Fort Garry Hotel for our overnight accommodation. 
Overnight Winnipeg.  
 

 Tuesday 9 September 2014 (B/D) – Winnipeg sightseeing and aboard the Canadian 

We travel out of Winnipeg to explore some of the surrounding scenic sites. In the early 
evening we return to Winnipeg for dinner together, and then join the Canadian on its 
transcontinental journey east. Via Rail’s flagship train – The Canadian - offers excellent 
sleeping accommodations in single and double bedrooms, as well as a fine restaurant 
car for meals. During the day you can enjoy the observation car with its dome seating, as 
well as having exclusive access to the Park Car (the last car on the train) with its bullet 
lounge and vista dome car seating. On departure from Winnipeg we head east towards 
the state of Ontario and the next major city of Sioux Lookout. Overnight sleeping 
compartments aboard the Canadian. 
 

 Wednesday 10 September 2014 (B/L/D) –aboard the Canadian 

As sun rises the train stops at Sioux Lookout, then continues east to Hornepayne in the 
mid afternoon for a stop to stretch your legs.  Enjoy breakfast, lunch and dinner in the 
dining car, and the ambience of the dome car, park car lounge and skyline cars. 
Overnight sleeping compartments aboard the Canadian. 
 

 Thursday 11 September 2014 (B) – Toronto, then to Niagara Falls and Niagara Vineyards 

In the mid morning the train arrives at Toronto’s Union Station. We alight and walk across the road to the former 
Canadian Pacific Hotel, now Fairmont’s Royal York Hotel. Today we visit the spectacular Niagara Falls from the 
Canadian side – the best side to view this amazing site. We travel the short distance from Toronto by coach – we visit 
the now very tourist focused falls, the quant Niagara-on-the-Lake township, and enjoy wine tasting and lunch in the 
Niagara Vineyards. We return to Toronto for our last night together.  
 

 Friday 12 September 2014 (B) – Toronto 

After breakfast we’ll explore the city - whether you’re standing on the glass floor of the world’s highest public 
observation deck or venturing 13 storeys below a roaring waterfall, Toronto’s attractions are unique. Its cold winters 
have created an underground tunnel network that links almost the entire CBD. Its museums and art galleries are 
especially fine. In the later afternoon we depart for Toronto’s Pearson airport and departure to Australia. Overnight 
aboard the flight. 
 

 Saturday 13 September 2014  – in flight 

In transit crossing the International Date Line, to Australia. 
 

 Sunday 14 September 2014  – Australia 

A morning arrival to Australia 
 
 CHANGES TO THE ITINERARY 

Please note the exact order and scheduling of activities in this itinerary is subject to change. 

 
 ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS 

Accommodation is generally in 4 – 4 ½ star hotels. In some locations the best available may not be 4 star, and in some 
locations we have selected more superior hotels as they are part of the experience of the location.  



 

 

Breakfast is included almost every morning, and some lunches and dinners as identified in the itinerary. Most meals 
are included when we are travelling aboard Via Rail’s trains, except on the Hudson Bay. Where there is a range of 
lunch and dinner options, we have not included these in the itinerary to provide choice in style and time of dining. 

 
 FARES AND BOOKING PROCEDURES 

The tour fare is: 
 
1 August to 1 September 2014 (Vancouver, Alaska, Yukon and return to Jasper, then rail to Vancouver)  
 
- $14,950 per person on a twin share basis, plus airfares to/ from Australia.  
- $4,960 single occupancy supplement (please note that approx $2,700 is for the seven night cruise from Vancouver) 
 
30 August to 14 September 2014 extension (by rail from Jasper, Winnipeg, Churchill, Toronto)  
 
- $6,450 per person on a twin share basis 
- $1,250 single hotel room occupancy supplement  
 
Aboard the train journeys (seven nights) there is no additional charge for single bedroom accommodation.  

 
 BOOKING, CANCELLATION AND TRAVEL CONDITIONS 

Bookings will be accepted on the attached form. Cancellation fees apply as follows: the initial deposit is refundable 
less cancellation costs incurred by suppliers for commitments made on your behalf, and a $500 administrative fee. 
After payment of further deposits towards the final tour cost, costs for tickets, accommodation, sightseeing etc made on 
your behalf  will incur cancellation charges equal to the cancellation charges incurred to us, imposed by 
suppliers/operators, plus a fee to cover administrative costs – more than three months prior to departure, $1,000 per 
person; within three months, $2,000 per person. No refund will be made after departure from Sydney. Any cancellation 
or administration charges imposed by the suppliers/operators of components of this tour must be borne by you, the 
passenger. Responsibility – Scenic Journeys by Rail, trading as St James’ Rail, acts only as the organiser of the tour. 
On acceptance of tickets and travel documents for this tour, which may be evidenced in writing by a ticket, voucher, 
letter, or other document, you accept that neither St James’ Rail nor representatives from any other firm supplying 
services in conjunction with this tour programme, shall be liable in contract or in tort (actionable wrong) for any injury, 
loss, damage, accident, sickness, delay or additional expense to you or your possessions arising directly or indirectly 
by force majeure or other events which are beyond our control, or which are not preventable by reasonable diligence 
on our part,  including, but not limited to, civil disturbance, fire, floods, acts of God, acts of Governments or other 
authorities, changes in itinerary, weather, strikes, war, transportation disruption, failure of machinery or equipment, 
industrial action,  quarantine or any other cause. Where travel is by scheduled carrier, or charter service, that carrier’s 
responsibility is limited in accordance with their conditions of carriage. Similarly all luggage is your responsibility, and 
we cannot be held liable for any loss or delay however caused. The care of your travel documents are your own 
responsibility. All expenses incurred by loss must be borne by you. Airline regulations and conditions are written on the 
airline tickets and are issued to passengers subject to their acceptance of these conditions. Changes in exchange 
rates, taxes and any land arrangements costs may alter the price of the tour, and St James’ Rail reserves the right to 
change, amend or cancel this tour and/or itinerary if necessary. We reserve the right to amend the itinerary en route to 
account for unforeseen changes or conditions, or to improve the tour experience for the majority, as determined by the 
tour leader. Passports and visas – a valid passport with six months validity from the end of the tour is required. St 
James’ Rail cannot accept responsibility for any losses or expenses incurred as a result of a passenger not holding 
valid and necessary passport or visa documents. 

 
 CAPACITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TOUR 

Fitness and mobility is necessary for participation in the tour. Tour passengers must be able to manage their own 
luggage, and to carry/wheel it on and off trains, from stations to hotels, and if necessary, up or down a flight of stairs. 
the tour involves travel on the public transport networks of some cities we visit, and exploration of locations requires 
walking.  By payment of your deposit and tour fare you confirm that you are of a suitable level of mobility and fitness to 
participate in the tour, and are aware of the nature of the tour. 

 
 INSURANCE 

A condition of travel on this tour is that you have a comprehensive travel insurance policy to protect yourself against 
cancellation fees, health and other travel risks. An insurance policy can be forwarded from our travel agent at Flight 
Centre Martin Place, Shop 2D, 52 Martin Place, Sydney, NSW 2000.  Obtaining insurance cover is your responsibility. 

 
 FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact us on (02) 9326 9660 or 0418 585 838, or email to sjr@digitor.com.au  



 

 

ALASKA AND ACROSS CANADA BY RAIL 
BOOKING FORM 

  
Friday 1 August to Monday 1 September 2014 

(optional extension to Churchill and Toronto to Saturday 14 September 2014) 
 

 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address: …………………………………………………….…………… Suburb: ……………………………… Postcode: ………………… 
 
Home tel: ………………………………………  Work tel: …………………………………… Mobile: ………………………………………. 
 
BOOKING DETAILS (Passenger names) 

 
Passenger 1 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
Passenger 2 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
Passenger 3 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
Passenger 4 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….   
 
PAYMENT 
 

I have enclosed $ ……………….. as deposit ($4,000 per person)  for the above booking. Please make cheques payable to St James 
Rail. A letter acknowledging receipt of your deposit will be forwarded. 
 
AIR TRAVEL TO/FROM ALASKA/CANADA - we will contact you to discuss your flight preferences.   

 
TOUR OPTIONS 
 

I/we wish to travel on the extension to Churchill, Hudson Bay, and across to Toronto   …………………… 
 
I/we wish to depart from the tour in Jasper and return to Vancouver     ..…………………. 
 
HOLLAND AMERICA CRUISE OPTIONS 

 
I/we wish to travel in accommodation without a verandah, but an ocean view (approx. $750 saving)  …………………… 
 
I/we wish to travel in inside accommodation without an ocean view (approx. $1150 saving)   …………………… 
 
I am prepared to share a cabin aboard the cruise, but then require single hotel accommodation   …………………… 
(We will try to find a travel companion but cannot guarantee this – single cruise supplement would be  
payable for sole occupancy of the cabin.) 
 
TRAIN ACCOMMODATION 

 
Single bedroom: ……….  Double bed rooms: ……….  
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

 
Single rooms: ………. Double rooms: ………. Twin (two bedded) rooms: ………. Triple bedded room ………. 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS 

 
Please indicate any dietary or any other sort of special request : …………………………………………………...………………………  
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE 

 
I have read the reservation conditions outlined above and accept them on behalf of myself and my party by whom I am authorised to 
make this agreement. 
 
Signature of person making reservation: …………………………………………………………  Date: ……………………………………. 
 

Cancellation charges apply as detailed above.  Cancellation charges will apply as advised in this itinerary. An insurance policy can 
be forwarded from our travel agent at Flight Centre Martin Place, Shop 2D, 52 Martin Place, Sydney, NSW 2000.   
 


