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NUTCOTE 
One day tour to the home of May Gibbs 

Wednesday 18 November 2020 
 

 
Join us for a one-day tour to the beautiful harbourside home of May Gibbs (1877-1969), Australia’s foremost 
children’s author and illustrator and best known today for her iconic story, The Complete Adventures of Snugglepot 
& Cuddlepie. Located in Sydney’s Neutral Bay and now a house museum surrounded by delightful gardens, we 
enjoy an inspection of the house, wander the gardens, enjoy morning tea, visit the shop and explore this delightful 
location. Then reboard a harbour ferry to head to our harbourside luncheon venue in East Balmain. Enjoy a two 
course luncheon overlooking Sydney Harbour, and then return by ferry to the city or your final destination. 
 
 Outline of the day   

 
We meet at Circular Quay to board our ferry to cross the harbour to Neutral Bay. A short five minute walk takes us 
to Nutcote, where we enjoy a morning tea in the Bib and Bub Tearoom. Then an inspection of Nutcote - the house 
designed for renowned Australian children’s author and illustrator May Gibbs and her husband James Ossili Kelly 
by Sydney architect BJ Waterhouse in 1924. The house, which would have ‘compactness, convenience and charm’ 
was built on land at Neutral Bay on the shores of Sydney Harbour, and completed in 1925. There is time to then 
stroll in the delightful cottage garden which features both native and exotic trees and shrubs with many annuals 
and perennials. Visit the shop to acquire some memorabilia, cards and other souvenirs of the famous Snugglepot 
& Cuddlepie, before we return to the ferry wharf and cross the harbour for luncheon. Seated on the edge of Sydney 
Harbour, enjoy a two course quality luncheon overlooking the city skyline and busy harbour. We return by ferry to 
Circular Quay at the end of an enjoyable day visiting Nutcote with your SJR friends. 
 
(Turn over for further details and fare information. Complete the booking form and send to SJR, PO Box 
N400, GROSVENOR PLACE, 1220. Make cheques payable to St James Rail.) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 SJR DAY TOUR TO NUTCOTE -  BOOKING FORM – WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2020 
 
Name of person making the booking: ……………………………..………….……………………………………………. 
 
Address: ……………………………………….…….………… Suburb: ………………..……… Postcode: …..………… 
 
Home tel: ………………………………  Work tel: ………………………..…… Mobile: ….…..…………………………. 
 
Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Other passenger/s name/s...………….…………………..….…………………….……………………………………..….  
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 May Gibbs 

May Gibbs was born in 1877 in Sydenham, Kent, in England. Her 
parents migrated to Australia when May was only four years old – 
firstly to South Australia and then to Western Australia, settling in 
South Perth. When she was 23, May returned to England to pursue 
her art studies, coming back to Perth in 1904. Over the next five 
years, she wrote articles and provided illustrations and cartoons for 
the Western Mail newspaper before deciding to return to England in 
1909. Here she continued her art studies, wrote articles, worked as 
an illustrator and drew cartoons for the Common Cause, a suffragette 
publication. Her first book About Us, was published in 1912 – a children’s fantasy story about life among the 
chimney pots of London. May returned to Australia in 1913, finally settling in Sydney, New South Wales. She 
earned her living by providing illustrations for the New South Wales Department of Public Instruction, contributing 
to Lone Hand, and designing covers for the Sydney Mail. In 1916 she published Gumnut Babies, the first of the 
Gumnut books she wrote and illustrated. She also wrote other books, designed postcards to be sent to soldiers in 
World War One, and designed and sold book-marks, small calendars and other novelties with gumnut and blossom 
baby illustrations. Her work was extremely popular and her book Snugglepot and Cuddlepie (1918) sold 17,000 
copies on its first release. It has never been out of print. 
 
 Luncheon 

We enjoy a quality, freshly prepared two course luncheon on the edge of Sydney Harbour - main course & dessert. 
 
 FARES AND BOOKING - Wednesday 18 November 2020  

FARES (incl. GST) includes morning tea, entrance to Nutcote and luncheon – note ferry travel is by use of 
your own Opal / credit card . 
 
Adults / Senior / Pension Concessions      $125 pp    ……….     

Please make cheques payable to St James Rail or you can pay by EFT  

   
Account name: Scenic Journeys by Rail 
BSB: 033 364  Account: 612826 
Reference:  Nutcote (and your surname) 
 
Credit card payments are available. Please call to make payment – a merchant fee of 1% applies for MasterCard, 
Visa and American Express. Cancellation charges apply as follows: before 1 October 2020 - 50%. From 1 October 
2020 -  100%.   
 
For more information or credit card payments telephone: 0418 585 838 or email: sjr@digitor.com.au 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………. 
 
I enclose / have transferred / will pay by credit card $ ……………….  for the tour. A letter confirming payment and 
with further details will be sent on receipt of booking. 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS - please indicate any passenger dietary or any other sort of special request (specifically if 
you do not eat a particular food group) – advise details below: 
….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE - I have read the reservation conditions outlined above and accept them on behalf of myself 
and my party by whom I am authorised to make this agreement. I understand cancellation fees apply. I have 
enclosed my payment as indicated above. 
 
Signature of person making reservation: …………………………………………………  Date: ………………….…… 
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