
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 began with two small, very 

small in fact, groups to Kangaroo 

Island, and then a very successful 

tour on the Great Southern rail 

journey from Brisbane to Adelaide, 

and on to Kangaroo island – our 

first tour across the state borders for 

a long time. We are planning some 

short domestic trips, to the South 

Coast, Snowy Mountains and more, 

as well as expanding our popular 

escape to Nimbo Fork lodge and to 

the Armidale region.  
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A reflection on 2020 - 
thank you to all 

 

2021 – small group, short 
trips in Australia, and 
maybe overseas later ? 

Firstly, our grateful thanks for your 

ongoing support of St James Rail’s 

tours through the challenging and 

difficult year of 2020. As many will 

know, the unexpected arrival of 

COVID-19 meant an early 

departure for SJR travellers in Sri 

Lanka, and most of our tours having 

to be rescheduled, and some 

rescheduled again. Yet despite the 

challenges, many were able to enjoy 

our refocused shorter, local tours. In 

fact Takako worked out that some 

600 people had travelled with us in 

the period from July to December 

2020. We started with small group 

catch-up luncheons – and as one of 

our regular travellers commented, 

“who would think a ride on the light 

rail to Randwick would become a 

highlight of my month.” We then 

organised short domestic tours in 

small groups –  to Newcastle; the 

lovely Nimbo Fork; Cowra’s cherry 

blossoms; Petersons Guesthouse in 

Armidale, and to Uralla and 

Walcha;  tow trips to Kiama and 

two to Woy Woy. We were so 

pleased to see many familiar and 

new faces on these tours.  

 

Later in the year our Canada, 

Eastern and Oriental Express rail 

tour from Bangkok to Singapore 

and our Kyushu and Autumn in 

Japan tours depend on the roll out 

and success of vaccines, and the 

state of the countries we plan to 

visit. We trust you continue to stay 

healthy and look forward to your 

company on one of our trips. 

Experience Japan in 
Sydney – join one of 
Takako’s sashiko classes 

To those who have joined Takako’s 

sashiko classes, thank you very 

much for your interest and 

participation. In addition to our four 

‘sashiko coaster’ classes, Takako 

has now introduced a ‘sashiko tote 

bag’ class, and there is a new 

project under development. Classes 

include a luncheon at Tattersalls 

Club Sydney, which provides a 

fresh, light luncheon in a 

sophisticated dining room with 

views over Hyde Park, followed by 

the use of comfortable lounges to 

enjoy your stitching craft class. 

Contact us for details and schedules 

of the next classes.  

These could not have happened 

without your support, so again, St 

James Rail would like to say thank 

you for your understanding, patience 

and support. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lovely memories 
with our lovely 
people 

Thank you so much 
for your support 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2021 

 

Various dates Luncheon and 

sashiko lesson 

with Takako 

 

Meet at midday for a relaxing 

luncheon in the restaurant of the 

Tattersalls Club, Elizabeth St, 

overlooking Hyde Park. Then enjoy a 

two-hour sashiko lesson – learning 

about its history and making your own 

creation. Takako will provide all the 

things you need – needle, threader, 

pattern and cloth – flown in from 

Japan - a maximum of 8 guests. Call 

on 0418 585 865 or email if you are 

interested to join. 

 

Mon 29 March 

to Fri 2 April 

2021 

South Coast – 

Eden, 

Bermagui, 

Tilba Tilba, 

Montague 

Island 

A five-day / four-night tour to the 

NSW far south coast, exploring the 

picturesque coast and countryside 

between Eden and Bateman’s Bay. 

Visit Twofold Bay and Eden, with its 

whaling history; Bermagui, Tathra; 

Narooma; Montague Island with its 

colony of seals and more than 90 

species of birds; enjoy locally caught 

seafood; explore the picturesque village of Tilba Tilba; Mogo Wildlife Park; 

Bodalla; Bateman’s Bay … and more. A brochure is available. 

Sat 24 to Thu 

29 April 2021 

Anzac 

Southern 

Aurora Rail 

Cruise 

 

 

We journey along the Illawarra and Southern Highlands to Coolamon for 

Anzac Day, and our salute to the Hon Tim Fischer AC. Then through Forbes, 

Parkes, Orange, Dubbo, Binnaway, the Warrumbungle Ranges, Werris 

Creek and the Upper Hunter. Great food, wine and the company of SJR 

friends.  A brochure is available– come and experience this most 

relaxing way to travel. Only four (4) single roomette places remain. 

 

” 

We would like to introduce a letter from SJR friends Glenda and Paul, 

who travelled with us to the United Kingdom in 2019. We were 

pleased to see them again on the tour to Woy Woy for our 2020 

Christmas luncheon. 

SJR Traveller’s Voice 

“ Hi Owen and Takako. Just wanted to thank you both again for a great 

trip around the Scottish Islands. It was a magnificent feat of 

organisation and was seamless for we participants. It might interest you 

to know that anyone and everyone around the UK who we told of our 

trip, were amazed at how much we had the opportunity to see. 

 

Glenda and Paul 



Sat 8 to Fri 14 

May 2021 

Snowy 

Mountains  

and NSW  

High Country 

 

A seven-day, six-night rail / coach journey to the Snowy Mountains region 

and high country of NSW. Highlights include: Bungendore Village; the 

Australian War Memorial; Cooma; Thredbo; Corryong; and Tumbarumba. 

Inspect the Snowy Scheme, stay in Thredbo, visit the Tumbarumba Winery, 

traverse the Alpine Way and more. This tour is full. 

 

Sat 15 to Fri 21 

May 2021 

Snowy 

Mountains  

and NSW  

High Country 

 

A seven-day, six-night rail / coach journey to the Snowy Mountains region 

and high country of NSW. Highlights include: Bungendore Village; the 

Australian War Memorial; Cooma; Thredbo; Corryong; and Tumbarumba. 

Inspect the Snowy Scheme, stay in Thredbo, visit the Tumbarumba Winery, 

traverse the Alpine Way and more. A brochure is available. 

 

Tue 1 June to 

Sat 19 or Wed 

23 June 2021 

The Ghan, 

Darwin and 

Litchfield 

National Park, 

the Kimberley 

Coast, 

Broome, and 

Indian-Pacific 

across the 

Nullabor 

 

Join us aboard the Ghan from Adelaide 

to Darwin, exploring Darwin, Litchfield 

National Park, then Ponant’s luxury 

megayacht Le Bellot for a 10-night 

cruise along the Kimberley Coast to 

Broome. Interest in the Kimberley region 

has increased greatly in recent years, and 

the French company Ponant offer a very 

comfortable option to explore locations 

only accessible by sea or helicopter. From 

Broome there are options to fly to Sydney, 

or to Perth for the Indian-Pacific across 

the Nullabor to Sydney. This tour is full 

– let us know if you would like to be on 

a waiting list. 

  

Sat 24 or Fri 

30 July to  

Wed 25 August 

2021 

 

 

 

Canada’s East 

Coast - 

Quebec, Nova 

Scotia, Prince 

Edward 

Island, 

Newfoundland 

(with optional 

travel across 

Canada by 

rail) 

 

Explore Toronto, Montreal, Quebec, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Prince 

Edward Island and Newfoundland. Fly to Toronto to begin the tour, or 

travel from Vancouver across Canada by rail to Toronto. Experience the 

beauty of Canada from rail, sea and coach and explore the vibrant cities of 

the east, as well as the more remote communities in New Brunswick, Prince 

Edward Island, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.  We await further advice 

as to whether this tour will operate as planned or be rescheduled to 

2022. 

 

 



Tue 21 – Tue 

28 September 

2021 

Eastern and 

Oriental 

Express 

 

Enjoy two nights in Bangkok with its vibrant markets and history, before 

boarding the luxurious Eastern & Oriental Express for the three-night 

journey from Bangkok to Singapore. Rich scenery and history, splendid 

dining, beautiful lounge cars and the style of a bygone era. Off train 

excursions, River Kwai and cultural highlights. Overnight Singapore and 

enjoy a day of sightseeing before a return to Australia. Two (2) places 

remain – a brochure is available. We await further advice as to whether 

this tour will operate as planned or be rescheduled to 2022. 

 

Tue 28 

September – 

Sat 16 October 

2021 

Scenic rail 

journeys 

around the 

Japanese island 

of Kyushu 

 

Enjoy a two week scenic rail tour around the Japanese island of Kyushu. 

We travel on the famed shinkansen from Tokyo to Kyushu, and explore the 

picturesque and less travelled local lines on regular services and special 

tourist trains. Visit the lovely onsen town of Yufuin, and the remote 

Kurokawa Onsen. Nagasaki and Kumamoto are our base for exploring the 

coastal scenery of the island. As well as opportunities to explore Japanese 

pottery, art, culture, textiles and gardens, we stay in a range of 

accommodations, and experience great local food – along with scenic and 

comfortable rail journeys.  A brochure is available, and places remain. 

We await further advice as to whether this tour will operate as planned 

or be rescheduled to 2022. 

 

Tue 19 

October to  

Fri 12 

November 

2021 

Autumn 

Colours, Art 

and Gourmet 

Japan by Rail 

 

Autumn colours in Japan are a splendid wave of colour moving from north 

to south in October/November. A brochure is available, and places 

remain. We await further advice as to whether this tour will operate as 

planned or be rescheduled to 2022. 
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Fri 10 and Sat 

11 December 

2021 

SJR Christmas 

Luncheons 

 
 

Our annual Christmas Luncheon a – keep the days free and we will send 

details when finalised.   

Sun 12 to Mon 

20 December 

2021 

 

Great 

Southern and 

Kangaroo 

Island 

 

Join us for a nine day / eight-night 

tour that includes the Great 

Southern train journey (4 days / 3 

nights) from Brisbane through 

Sydney, Melbourne and to 

Adelaide, and then four nights on 

Kangaroo Island. A rare 

opportunity to travel in style 

between Brisbane, Sydney and 

Adelaide. Kangaroo Island is the third largest island in Australia, and as it 

is not on the tourist trail, has stayed remarkably untouched by mass tourism. 

Indeed, a third of the island has been set aside as a Natural or Conservation 

Park, and the rest of the island is farms, wineries and sanctuaries, and three 

tiny towns. A brochure is available, and places remain.  

 

 

 2022 

 

Sun 2 to Mon 

10 January 

2022 

 

Great 

Southern and 

Kangaroo 

Island 

 

Join us for a nine day / eight-night 

tour that includes the Great 

Southern train journey (4 days / 3 

nights) from Brisbane through 

Sydney, Melbourne and to 

Adelaide, and then four nights on 

Kangaroo Island. A rare 

opportunity to travel in style 

between Brisbane, Sydney and 

Adelaide. Kangaroo Island is the third largest island in Australia, and as it 

is not on the tourist trail, has stayed remarkably untouched by mass tourism. 

Indeed, a third of the island has been set aside as a Natural or Conservation 

Park, and the rest of the island is farms, wineries and sanctuaries, and three 

tiny towns. A brochure is available, and places remain.  

 

Wed 23 March 

to Thu 14 

April 2022 

Cherry 

Blossoms - 

Japan by Rail 

Join us for one of our most popular tours to 

Japan - a twenty-two-day tour to view 

cherry blossoms on the Japanese islands of 

Kyushu, Honshu and Hokkaido. Even if 

you’ve been to Japan before, you’ll visit 

different locations and have a deeper 

cultural experience. Travel first class on 

the high speed 'Shinkansen' trains, enjoy 

special scenic rail journeys through the 

countryside. A range of accommodations 

from modern city hotels, convenient simpler 

business hotels and luxury Japanese 

traditional ryokans with ocean view. 

Splendid scenery, food and culture led by 

Japanese expert Takako Ishige, who 

designed and researched the tour. 



A highlight of the tour is meeting with the 

local people and sharing a wonderful seafood 

barbecue with the local fishermen. Learn of 

arts and crafts, textiles and fabrics, as well as 

seeing splendid gardens. Join our optionsl 

cooking class with local Tokyo residents and 

learn how to prepare a simple home style 

Japanese meal. A brochure is available. 

 

Sat 23 to Thu 

28 April 2022 

Anzac Southern 

Aurora Rail 

Cruise 

 

 

Join our annual rail cruise as we meander through the NSW countryside – 

fantastic scenery, great food, wine and the company of SJR friends.  A 

brochure will be available. 

 

Sat 25 June to 

Sun 24 July 

2022 

Great Britain’s 

Northern 

Islands – 

Shetland, 

Orkney, Skye 

and the Outer 

Hebrides 

Join us to explore the islands off the north of Great Britain. Lindisfarne 

(Holy Island), Shetland, Orkney, Skye, Harris, Lewis, Uist, Barra and Mull. 

Dramatic landscapes, wonderful nature, birdlife, rich cultural heritage, 

archaeological sites dating back thousands of years. Wonderful ferry 

crossings, stunning rail journeys, great seafood and more.  A full brochure 

is available.  

Fri 9 

September to 

Sat 1 

October 2022 

 

(from Fri 2 

September for 

the pre-

pilgrimage 

Irish option) 

 

Cathedrals and 

Holy Places of 

England and 

Ireland 

 

Join our fourth pilgrimage with friends from Western Australia as we 

explore Christian, heritage and scenic sights of the west country of England 

– London, through Winchester, Salisbury, Exeter, Wells, Bath, Hereford, 

Chester and to Oxford. Cathedrals and holy places, local hospitality, and 

sightseeing in Devon, Wales and more. Led by Father Peter Boyland, 

Rector of Christ Church, Claremont, the pilgrimage offers unique 

experiences in places of faith, locations of scenic beauty and in the historic 

and contemporary built environment. A relaxing combination of Christian 

sites and splendid English countryside – and of course trains ! A prior 7 day 

 pilgrimage to Ireland is also available. A brochure is available.  



 

 2023 

 

February 2023 The Northern 

Lights, 

Scandinavia 

and the 

Norwegian 

Coastal journey 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel north along the Norwegian Coast from Bergen to Kirkenes hunting 

the midnight sun. Experience Norway when snow covers fjords with a 

winter landscape. Explore the historic City of Kings in Trondheim, the 

Swedish Jamtland Mountains, and dog sledding in winter. A brochure will 

be available. 

 

TBA 2023 Antarctica, 

Falkland and 

South Georgia  

Islands 

Our planning for a cruise to the South Falkland Islands and Antarctica has 

been interrupted by the rescheduling of 2020 and 2021 tours, and so dates 

for this will be advised once we get clarity on this and next year. 

 

 

 

 

Takako Ishige and          Contact us at: 

Owen Johnstone-Donnet        sjr@digitor.com.au 

           www.stjamesrail.org 

           M: 0418 585 838 

                 +61 418 585 838 

 

March 2021 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjamesrail.org/

