
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Missing travelling overseas? Then visit 

the multi-award-winning Japanese 

Garden with us from 22 to 27 September 

2021 and celebrate the warm spring with 

us. Having received wonderful feedback 

from SJR travellers last year, we have 

planned another visit to Cowra and the 

Central Tablelands again this spring. 

Takako is excited to introduce her 

culture and to share her knowledge of all 

things Japanese – come and join us – a 

brochure is available. 

 

 

SJR TOUR NEWSLETTER 
2021 

CHERRY BLOSSOMS  
in Cowra Japanese Garden 

 

We’ve just returned from our great 

exploration around the Kimberley by 

coach and trains – the Ghan and the 

Indian Pacific. We all enjoyed the 

natural wonders, beautiful sunsets, 

exciting river cruises, and civilised rail 

travel with great food and wine. Whether 

you shared the wonderful experience 

with us or not, we now offer another 

great journey with us on the Great 

Southern train journey and the 

exploration of Kangaroo Island. There is 

very limited accommodation remaining 

aboard the Great Southern train journey, 

so if you are interested to join us, please 

contact us now. 

Great Southern and 
Kangaroo Island Tours 

For those who would like to learn about the 

culture and history of cherry blossoms, and the 

connection with an Englishman, Takako highly 

recommends the book 'Cherry' Ingram - The 

Englishman Who Saved Japan’s Blossoms’. SJR 

friend, George Leyland-Greaves kindly gifted this 

book to Takako and she found it really 

interesting. A must read – and thank you George ! 

Armidale, Tingha, 
Bingara and to Moree  
with NERAM Sashiko 
workshop in Oct/Nov 

Join us on our 9 day outing to Armidale, 

northern NSW and to Moree – explore 

small towns and great scenery. Two 

nights in Armidale, with the option to 

join Takako’s sashiko workshop at 

NERAM – the New England Regional 

Art Museum. Join the one day sashiko 

workshop with locals as an option. A 

detailed brochure is available. 

 

 

 

 

to enjoy the trip more… 



 2021 

 

Various dates Luncheon and 

sashiko lesson 

with Takako 

 

Meet at mid-morning, midday or mid 

afternoon at the Tattersalls Club, 181 

Elizabeth St, Sydney, overlooking Hyde 

Park. Enjoy a two-hour sashiko lesson – 

learning about its history and making your 

own creation. Takako will provide all the 

things you need – needle, threader, pattern 

and cloth – flown in from Japan. Join for a 

relaxing luncheon in the restaurant before 

or after your class if you wish. Call on 

0418 585 865 or email if you are 

interested to join. 

 

Wed 22 to  

Mon 27 

September 

2021 

Cherry 

Blossom 

Festival, 

Cowra 

 

Although we could not visit the Cherry Blossoms in Japan, we can in Cowra 

– join us for a six-day / five-night tour to Cowra to explore the Japanese 

Gardens, view cherry blossoms, enjoy the central western countryside, local 

wineries, villages, good food and more. A brochure is available.  

 

Thu 28 

October to  

Fri 5 

November 2021 

Armidale, 

Tingha, 

Inverell, 

Bingara to 

Moree with 

NERAM 

sashiko 

workshop 

option 

 

Join us for a nine-day/ eight-night tour by rail to Armidale and from Moree, 

and by road coach through the New England and North West NSW 

countryside – small villages, dramatic landscapes, historic buildings, 

national parks and local food & wine. Enjoy a hot artesian soak in Moree, a 

walk in Mt Kaputar National Park, explore old rail station and/bridges, picnic 

luncheons in nature, the Australian Standing Stones at Stonehenge, wine 

tasting near Inverell, and much more.  A brochure is available. 

TBA 

November 2021 

South Coast – 

Eden, 

Bermagui, 

Tilba Tilba, 

Montague 

Island 

A five-day / four-night tour to the 

NSW far south coast, exploring the 

picturesque coast and countryside 

between Eden and Bateman’s Bay. 

Visit Twofold Bay and Eden, with its 

whaling history; Bermagui, Tathra; 

Narooma; Montague Island with its 

colony of seals and more than 90 

species of birds; enjoy locally caught 

seafood; explore the picturesque village of Tilba Tilba; Bateman’s Bay … 

and more of NSW scenic South Coast. A brochure will be available. 

 

Fri 10 and Sat 

11 December 

2021 

SJR 

Christmas 

Luncheons 

 

Our annual Christmas Luncheon a – keep the days free and we will send 

details when finalised.  A brochure will be available 



Sun 12 to Mon 

20 December 

2021 

 

Great 

Southern and 

Kangaroo 

Island 

 

A nine day  tour that including the 

Great Southern train journey (4 

days / 3 nights) from Brisbane 

through Sydney, Melbourne and 

to Adelaide, and then four nights 

on Kangaroo Island. A rare 

opportunity to travel in style 

between Brisbane, Sydney and 

Adelaide. Kangaroo Island is 

Australia third largest, and has stayed remarkably untouched by tourism. 

Indeed, a third of the island has been set aside as a Natural or Conservation 

Park, and the rest of the island is farms, wineries and sanctuaries, and three 

tiny towns. A brochure is available – one (1) Gold Single cabin remains 

on the Great Southern and three (3) places for the Kangaroo Island tour. 

 

 

 2022 

 

Sun 2 to Mon 

10 January 

2022 

 

Great 

Southern and 

Kangaroo 

Island 

 

A nine day  tour that including the 

Great Southern train journey (4 

days / 3 nights) from Brisbane 

through Sydney, Melbourne and to 

Adelaide, and then four nights on 

Kangaroo Island. A rare 

opportunity to travel in style 

between Brisbane, Sydney and 

Adelaide. Kangaroo Island is 

Australia third largest, and has stayed remarkably untouched by tourism. 

Indeed, a third of the island has been set aside as a Natural or Conservation 

Park, and the rest of the island is farms, wineries and sanctuaries, and three 

tiny towns. A brochure is available – few cabins remain on the Great 

Southern and 4 places for the Kangaroo Island tour.  

 

Wed 23 

February – Sat 

5  March 2022 

 

 

Forgotten 

World 

Railway 

Adventure – a 

unique rail 

journey 

through 

beautiful NZ 

countryside 

 

An 11 day tour to the north island of New 

Zealand to experience the ‘Forgotten 

World’ – a 142 km railway adventure where 

we drive our own motorised rail carts 

through 24 tunnels and across 98 bridges – 

in each direction!  Join the abandoned 

Stratford – Okahukura railway line and travel 

through the rugged king country landscape – 

a unique rail experience. A brochure will be available shortly. 

 

Thu 3 to Thu 

24 March 2022 

 

 

South Island 

of New 

Zealand 

 

 

Join us for an exploration by rail and coach of New Zealand’s south island - 

from the wine regions of Blenheim, the Kaikoura coast, Christchurch, Mt 

Cook, Lake Tekapo, Dunedin,  the Taieri Gorge Railway, Invercargill, 

Doubtful and Milford Sounds, Queenstown, Haast, Franz Josef and the 

TranzApline rail journey. A brochure will be available shortly.  



Sat 23 to Thu 

28 April 2022 

Anzac 2022 

Southern 

Aurora Rail 

Cruise 

 

 

Join our annual Anzac Southern Aurora rail cruise as we meander through 

the Australian countryside – fantastic scenery, great food, wine and the 

company of SJR friends. A brochure will be available. 

 

Departs Tue 10 

or Sat 14 May 

2022 

The Ghan, 

Darwin, 

Litchfield 

National 

Park, the 

Kimberley 

Coast, 

Broome, and 

Indian-Pacific 

across the 

Nullabor 

  

Join us for some or all of our tour aboard the Ghan from Adelaide to 

Darwin, exploring Darwin, Litchfield National Park, then Ponant’s luxury 

megayacht Le Laperouse for a 10-night cruise along the Kimberley Coast 

to Broome. Ponant offer a very comfortable option to explore locations only 

accessible by sea or plane. From Broome there are options to fly to Sydney, 

or to Perth for the Indian-Pacific across the Nullabor to Sydney. A brochure 

is available – places remain on the Ghan to Darwin, and Darwin 

sightseeing. Contact us if you are interested in the cruise as limited 

places remain.  
  

Sat 25 June to 

Sun 24 July 

2022 

Great 

Britain’s 

Northern 

Islands – 

Shetland, 

Orkney, Skye 

and the Outer 

Hebrides 

Join us to explore the islands off the north of Great Britain. Lindisfarne (Holy 

Island), Shetland, Orkney, Skye, Harris, Lewis, Uist, Barra and Mull. 

Dramatic landscapes, wonderful nature, birdlife, rich cultural heritage, 

archaeological sites dating back thousands of years. Wonderful ferry 

crossings, stunning rail journeys, great seafood and more.  A full brochure 

is available.  



Sat 30 or Fri 5 

July to  

Wed 31 August 

2022 

 

Canada’s East 

Coast - 

Quebec, Nova 

Scotia, Prince 

Edward 

Island, 

Newfound- 

Land 

Explore Toronto, Montreal, Quebec, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Prince 

Edward Island and Newfoundland. Fly to Toronto to begin the tour, or 

travel from Vancouver across Canada by rail to Toronto. Experience the 

beauty of Canada from rail, sea and coach and explore the vibrant cities of 

the east, as well as the more remote communities in New Brunswick, Prince 

Edward Island, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.  (We have a few places 

remaining on this tour – a brochure is available.) 

 

Fri 9 

September to 

Sat 1 

October 2022 

 

(from Fri 2 

September for 

the pre-

pilgrimage 

Irish option) 

 

Cathedrals 

and Holy 

Places of 

England and 

Ireland 

 

Join our fourth pilgrimage with friends from Western Australia as we explore 

Christian, heritage and scenic sights of the west country of England – 

London, through Winchester, Salisbury, Exeter, Wells, Bath, Hereford, 

Chester and to Oxford. Cathedrals and holy places, local hospitality, and 

sightseeing in Devon, Wales and more. Led by Father Peter Boyland, Rector 

of Christ Church, Claremont, the pilgrimage offers unique experiences in 

places of faith, locations of scenic beauty and in the historic and 

contemporary built environment. A relaxing combination of Christian sites 

and splendid English countryside – and of course trains ! A prior 7 

daypilgrimage to Ireland is also available. A brochure is available.  

 

Fri 30 Sep to 

Fri 7 Oct 2022 

Eastern and 

Oriental 

Express 

 

Enjoy two nights in the luxurious Siam Kempinski Hotel in Bangkok with 

its vibrant markets and history, before boarding the luxurious Eastern & 

Oriental Express for the three-night journey from Bangkok to Singapore. 

Rich scenery and history, splendid dining, beautiful lounge cars and the style 

of a bygone era. Off train excursions, River Kwai and cultural highlights. 

Overnight Singapore and enjoy a day of sightseeing before a return to 

Australia. A brochure is available.  
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Thu 6 to Fri 21 

Oct 2022 

Scenic rail 

journeys 

around the 

Japanese 

island of 

Kyushu 

 

Enjoy a two week scenic rail tour around the Japanese island of Kyushu. 

Explore the picturesque and less travelled local lines on regular services and 

special tourist trains. Visit the lovely onsen town of Yufuin, and the remote 

Kurokawa Onsen. Nagasaki and Kumamoto are our base for exploring the 

coastal scenery of the island. As well as opportunities to explore Japanese 

pottery, art, culture, textiles and gardens, we stay in a range of 

accommodations, and experience great local food – along with scenic and 

comfortable rail journeys.  A brochure is available, and places remain.  
 

Tue 18 October 

to  

Fri 11 

November 2022 

Autumn 

Colours, Art 

and Gourmet 

Japan by Rail 

 

 

Autumn colours in Japan are a splendid wave of colour moving from north 

to south in October/November. A brochure is available, and places 

remain. 

 

 

 2023 

 

February 2023 The Northern 

Lights, 

Scandinavia 

and the 

Norwegian 

Coastal 

journey 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel north along the Norwegian Coast from Bergen to Kirkenes hunting 

the midnight sun. Experience Norway when snow covers fjords with a winter 

landscape. Explore the historic City of Kings in Trondheim, the Swedish 

Jamtland Mountains, and dog sledding in winter. A brochure will be 

available. 
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Wed 22 March 

to Thu 13 April 

2023 

Cherry 

Blossoms - 

Japan by Rail 

Join us for one of our most popular tours to 

Japan - a twenty-two-day tour to view 

cherry blossoms on the Japanese islands of 

Kyushu, Honshu and Hokkaido. Even if 

you’ve been to Japan before, you’ll visit 

different locations and have a deeper 

cultural experience. Travel first class on 

the high speed 'Shinkansen' trains, enjoy 

special scenic rail journeys through the 

countryside. A range of accommodations 

from modern city hotels, convenient simpler 

business hotels and luxury Japanese 

traditional ryokans with ocean view. 

Splendid scenery, food and culture led by 

Japanese expert Takako Ishige, who 

designed and researched the tour. 

A highlight of the tour is meeting with the 

local people and sharing a wonderful seafood 

barbecue with the local fishermen. Learn of 

arts and crafts, textiles and fabrics, as well as 

seeing splendid gardens. Join our optionsl 

cooking class with local Tokyo residents and 

learn how to prepare a simple home style 

Japanese meal. A brochure is available. 
 

April 2023 Anzac 2023 

Southern 

Aurora Rail 

Cruise 

 

 

Join our annual Anzac Southern Aurora rail cruise as we meander through 

the Australian countryside – fantastic scenery, great food, wine and the 

company of SJR friends. A brochure will be available soon. 

 

TBA 2023 Antarctica, 

Falkland and 

South Georgia  

Islands 

Our planning for a cruise to the 

South Falkland Islands and 

Antarctica has been interrupted 

by the rescheduling of 2020 and 

2021 tours, and so dates for this 

will be advised once we get 

clarity on this and next year. 

 

 

Takako Ishige and       Contact us at: 

Owen Johnstone-Donnet       

St James Rail 

M: 0418 585 838      PO Box N400 

 +61 418 585 838      GROSVENOR PLACE   1220 

 

sjr@digitor.com.au 

        www.stjamesrail.org 

July 2021 

 

http://www.stjamesrail.org/

