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SNOWY MOUNTAINS  

& NSW HIGH COUNTRY II 
 

Sydney - Bungendore – Cooma - Thredbo - 
Charlottes Pass – Corryong - Tumbarumba - Sydney 

  
Saturday 15 – Friday 21 May 2021 

 

 
Highlights include:  
 

• Daylight rail travel through southern NSW 

• Freshly prepared refreshments on rail journeys 

• Seven day/six night rail/coach Snowy Mountains 

• Australian War Memorial, Canberra 

• Carrington Inn Bungendore Restaurant dinner 

• Three nights in Thredbo hotel 

• Snowy Mountains Scheme Information Centre 

• Mt Kosciuszko Chairlift and alpine walk  

• Snowy Mountains wild brumbies 

• Overnight Bungendore, Thredbo, Tumbarumba 

• Alpine Way and Murray II power station visit 

• Courabyra Tumbarumba Winery luncheon 
  

Snowy Mountains alpine country and the Hydro Electric and Irrigation Scheme - The Snowy 
Mountains are the highest point in Australia’s Great Dividing Range. Much of the region is 
incorporated into Kosciuszko National Park, and at 2,228m, Mount Kosciuszko is the highest peak 
on the Australian mainland. The flat expanse of the Monaro High Plain to the east of the region is 
sheep country renowned for the quality of its merino wool. The high country was first settled in 
earnest by European stockmen, graziers and landholders in the early 1800s. This endeavour, 
immortalised in Banjo Paterson’s poem ‘The Man from Snowy River’, created a myth that has 
become part of Australia’s identity. In the 1860s thousands of people from across Australia, Europe 
and Asia flocked to the gold rush town of Kiandra. Miners came in search of wealth and found gold 
along with a life that could be lived nowhere else in Australia. 
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The Snowy Mountains scheme was a major infrastructure project constructed between 1949 and 
1974. A hydroelectricity and irrigation project consisting of sixteen major dams, seven power stations, 
one pumping station, and 225 kilometres of tunnels, pipelines and aqueducts - it plays an important 
role in both the Australia economy and psyche. Learn of its construction, current operations and 
future plans, and travel through the landscape it transformed and continues to mark. 
 
 OUR JOURNEY THROUGH THE SOUTHERN TABLELANDS AND SNOWY MOUNTAINS  

SATURDAY 15 MAY 2021 (LL/D) – from Sydney via the Southern Highlands to Bungendore. A 
midday departure aboard the NSW TrainLink Canberra Xplorer service to Bungendore - we travel 
via the scenic southern highlands, through Moss Vale, Goulburn and Tarago to Bungendore - enjoy 
a freshly prepared light luncheon served at your seat. At Bungendore, we transfer the short 
distance to our motels, before a visit to the Bungendore Wood Works Gallery. Enjoy a short stroll 
around town, followed by dinner in the Carrington Hotel restaurant, established in 1885. Return to 
our accommodation in comfortable motels in Bungendore. 

 

SUNDAY 16 MAY 2021 - (B/L/D) – Bungendore, Canberra, Cooma to Thredbo - depart by coach 
to Canberra for a visit to the Australian War Memorial, then a drive through this expanding capital. 
Then through Michelago to Cooma. We enjoy luncheon enroute, and in Cooma inspect the Snowy 
Hydro Centre. The centre houses an extensive photographic collection, models, exhibits and 
interactive displays about the Scheme's engineering, history, water management, power generation, 
the National Electricity Market and the new Snowy 2.0 project. Screens display the Scheme working 
in real time - see which generators are operating, how much electricity they are producing and the 
prices of electricity in the market. Two theatres show a variety of short videos, which also display two 
turbine runners from the Scheme, including the largest from Tumut 3 Power Station weighing an 
incredible 47.7 tonnes!  Then on through Jindabyne and the expansive Snowy Mountains landscape 
as we climb through Crackenback and on to Thredbo to our overnight accommodation for three 
nights.  Our accommodation is a comfortable ski property featuring restaurant and bar facilities. 
Dinner and overnight Thredbo. 

MONDAY 17 MAY 2021 (B/L/LD) – Thredbo – after a relaxed breakfast we walk the short distance 
to the village centre for a ride on one of the Kosciuszko Express, Snowgums or Merritts Gondola 
for a scenic lift ride that offers breathtaking views of the surrounding mountains and valleys 
of the Kosciuszko National Park. On reaching the top station there is the opportunity to take a 
short walk along one of the pathways that lead from the chairlift peak. We then return to the village 
below and depart the short distance for luncheon at Wildbrumby Distillery. 
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Enjoy luncheon in the Snowy High Country at Wildbrumby Distillery – which produces schnapps, 
gin and vodka on site - and after tea/coffee and a liqueur schnapps, explore the art, sculpture walk 
and garden, before returning to Thredbo for a light evening meal and overnight. 

 
TUESDAY 18 MAY 2021 (B/L/D) – Jindabyne, Trout Hatchery, Charlottes Pass, Snowy Visitors 
Centre and snowy brumbies – this morning we explore the Snowy Region to Jindabyne and 
Charlottes Pass. Visit the NSW Government’s Gaden Trout Hatchery, one of Australia’s main 
centres for breeding and rearing cold water sport fish. Four species, rainbow trout, brown trout, brook 
trout and Atlantic salmon are produced and stocked into the dams and river systems of our trout 
fisheries in the snowy mountains, southern highlands, the central tablelands and New England areas. 
Gaden Hatchery has over one hectare of parkland on the banks of the Thredbo River. Charlottes 
Pass offers stunning views with our drive to and at this spectacular location. The Snowy Visitors 
Centre offers a glimpse into the history and life of the park – with a video presentation and informative 
displays. At Snowy Wilderness engage with the best brumbies, the best terrain, and stunning 
scenery and views straight out of the Man from Snowy River movie. Learn of the horses and their 
life in the high country. Enjoy luncheon in the Snowy High Country, before we return to Thredbo for 
dinner and overnight. 

WEDNESDAY 19 MAY 2021 (B/L/D) – the Alpine Way, Khancoban, Corryong and to 
Tumbarumba – after breakfast we join one of NSW’s most scenic drives - the Alpine Way - which 
connects Jindabyne in the east to the New South Wales/Victorian border in the west, crossing the 
Murray River, near Upper Towong. The road winds its way south adjacent to the Thredbo River, 
before crossing the crest of the Great Dividing Range at Dead Horse Gap at an altitude of 1,580 
metres.  
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It continues around the western side of the range along the upper reaches of the Murray River, past 
the Geehi River to Khancoban, before eventually crossing the Murray, and reaching its western 
terminus and connecting with the Murray Valley Highway on the river's southern bank, within Victoria. 
En route we will inspect the Murray II Power Station at the Snowy Hydro Visitors Centre. (Note 
inspections are entirely dependent upon activity at the time and can be cancelled at short notice.) 
We then head into Victoria to the small community of Corryong for a simple luncheon. Nestled 
in the foothills of the Australian Alps this small Victorian community has fine vistas across the alps. 
We visit The Man from Snowy River Museum which features the history of Jack Riley of “Man from 
Snowy River” fame. Jack was the head stockman at Tom Groggin Station when he was visited by 
AB “Banjo” Paterson who shortly thereafter penned the now famous poem “The Man from Snowy 
River” (1890). Jack Riley is buried in the Corryong Cemetery. Then to Tumbarumba, with a stop for 
views of the countryside along the way, for a two night stop, with dinner and overnight 
accommodation. 

 
THURSDAY 20 MAY 2021 (B/L/D) – Tumbarumba and Courabyra Wines – today we explore the 
village of Tumbarumba and region, with more spectacular scenery, and visit the Courabyra Winery 
for a winetasting and luncheon, with wines included. The alpine climate is one of Australia’s 
coolest and is perfect for producing both premium sparkling and table wines. The first vines were 
planted in 1981 by Ian Cowell on his Courabyra Rd property – now known as ‘Revee Estate’. In 1986 
Charles Sturt University and Seppelts purchased the first vintage for sparkling wine.  The vineyard 
expanded over three years and became the backbone for the highly successful Salinger label from 
Seppelts. The two main varieties grown in Tumbarumba are Chardonnay and Pinot noir, both for 
sparkling and table wines, with some small plantings of sauvignon blanc, pinot gris, riesling, pinot 
meunier, shiraz and merlot.Tonight enjoy a quality multi-course dinner with matching wines in 
the motels excellent restaurant, then overnight in this very comfortable motel. Dinner and overnight 
Tumbarumba.  
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FRIDAY 21 MAY 2021 (B/L/LR) – to Batlow, Adelong and Junee and to Sydney – after breakfast 
we rejoin our coach and head through Batlow to Adelong for morning refreshments. Adelong is a 
charming and historically important town nestled on the bank of the Adelong Creek. The main 
street is classified by the National Trust (NSW) with buildings dating back to the gold rush, and the 
nearby Adelong Falls Gold Mill Ruins is significant as so much of the gold mining equipment is still 
intact. Then towards Junee for luncheon and the opportunity to visit the heritage streetscapes of 
this once thriving town. After lunch we join the NSW TrainLink service to Sydney – enjoy the 
afternoon relaxing as the train makes its way through Cootamundra and Yass Junction, across the 
Breadalbane Plains to Goulburn, Moss Vale and Sydney. We will serve light evening refreshment 
before our arrival in Sydney at 7.48 pm at the end our journey through NSW’s Snowy and High 
Country. 

 

REFRESHMENTS as shown are: B Breakfast; LL Light lunch; L Lunch; LR Light Refreshments; D 
Dinner. 

FARES* (inclusive of sightseeing, accommodation, rail/coach travel and meals as indicated) 

Adult  (with senior/concession card)     $2,590   
Supplement for single room in hotels       $420 
 
Please note the booking procedure and cancellation details – an insurance policy for unplanned 
cancellation is available and can be forwarded to you on request. 
 
TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE, complete the attached booking form and email as indicated. 
 
BOOKING AND CANCELLATION CONDITIONS Cancellation charges apply as follows: 
cancellation before 1 April 2021, fifty percent cancellation fee of total fare. Cancellation after 1 April 
2021, no refund. An insurance policy is available from our travel agent at Jones and Turner, Travel 
Associates, Paddington, 2021 – please advise if you would like us to forward a policy to you. 
Obtaining insurance is your responsibility. If the tour is cancelled, all funds paid will be refunded. 
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SNOWY MOUNTAINS & NSW HIGH COUNTRY 

Saturday 15 – Friday 21 May 2021 
 

 Booking Form 
  

 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………. 
 
Address: …………………………………………………….…………… Suburb: ……………..………………… Postcode: ………………… 
 
Home tel: ………………………………………………………………    Mobile: …………………………………..……………………………. 
 
Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….. 
 
BOOKING DETAILS: 
 
Passenger 1 Name: ……………………………………………………………………… Concession / Senior No:……………………….    
 
Passenger 2 Name: ……………………………………………………………………… Concession / Senior No:……………………….    
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 
 
Double bedded room        ……………      
 
Twin bedded room         ……………  
 
Single room        …………… 
 
PAYMENT 
 
I enclose $ ……………….. as deposit ($500 per person) for the above. Cheques payable to St James Rail to PO Box N400, 
GROSVENOR PLACE, 1220. Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) details below. A letter acknowledging receipt will be forwarded. 
 
Bank;  Westpac 
Account name: Scenic Journeys by Rail (trading as St James Rail) 
BSB:  033 364 
Account:  612826 
Reference: Snowy (and your surname) 
 
Credit card payment is available, with merchant fees of 1.00% for Visa/MasterCard and American Express. Please call us to make 
payment by credit card.  
 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS 
 
Please indicate any dietary allergies or other special requirement : …………………………………………………...……………………  
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE 
 
I have read the reservation conditions outlined above and accept them on behalf of myself and my party by whom I am authorised to 
make this agreement. I understand cancellation fees may apply. I have enclosed my deposit payment and agree to pay the balance 
as indicated above. 
 
Signature of person making expression of interest: ………………………………………………  Date: ……………………………………. 
 
 
January 2021 
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