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 NEW ZEALAND  
- SCENERY, FOOD, WINE AND RAIL -  

  
Christchurch, Lake Tekapo, Dunedin, Doubtful and Milford Sounds, 

Queenstown, Franz Josef Glacier , Kaikoura, Wellington, Taupo, 
Rotorua, Coramandel Peninsula, Bay of Islands, Auckland 

and many great rail experiences 
 

Wednesday 17 February to Saturday 12 March 2016 
(to Friday 25 March with optional MS Noordam cruise to Australia) 

 

 
Join us for a wonderful twenty five day tour of New Zealand with fantastic scenery, great food and wine, 
excellent rail experiences, and many great hotels. Highlights of your premium tour include: 
 
! Peppers Bluewater Hotel with Lake Tekapo views and Mt Cook National Park walk and luncheon  
! Taieri Gorge railway journey on the 1879 Otago Central Railway to Pukerangi 
! Silver Fern rail car from Dunedin along the coast to Oamaru and return 
! Cruise on the beautifully peaceful Doubtful Sound, and Milford Sound Nature cruise. 
! Queenstown with lake view hotel rooms, and cruise on TSS Earnslaw 
! Franz Josef Glacier and excellent wilderness lodge accommodation 
! TranzAlpine rail journey across the South Island Alps 
! Heritage tramcar restaurant dinner in Christchurch  
! TranzCoastal from Christchurch to Kaikoura and Kaikoura to Picton 
! Kaikoura whalewatching and coastal winery luncheon 
! Cook Strait cruise through Queen Charlotte Sound from Picton to Welllington 
! Northern Explorer rail journey to Taumarunui 
! Full day ‘drive your own rail cart’ through tunnels and across bridges on a country rail line 
! Lake Taupo with lake view rooms and Rotorua 
! Coromandel Peninsula and unique Driving Creek Railway 
! Bay of Islands resort accommodation 
! Bay of Islands cruise and Waitangi Treaty Museum 
! Auckland sightseeing 
! Many meals are included in premium locations and with quality New Zealand produce 
! Optional cruise on Holland America’s mid-size ship MS Noordam from Auckland for 13 nights to Sydney 



 
 

 
 THE ITINERARY 

 
 Wednesday 17 February 2016 (L) –  to Christchurch 

A mid-morning departure from Australia for a mid afternoon arrival into Christchurch, New Zealand. Luncheon aboard the 
flight, and on arrival we transfer to our hotel and enjoy a late afternoon walk in the city.  Overnight Christchurch. 
 
 Thursday 18 February 2016 (B/D) – to Lake Tekapo 

A mid morning departure to Lake Tekapo – we return to Christchurch for sightseeing later in the tour. We travel through 
the south Canterbury Region of New Zealand towards Mackenzie Country – the expansive high ground from which the 
peaks of Aoraki / Mt Cook National Park grow. Our destination for our next two nights is the scenic Lake Tekapo - a small 
township at the southern end of the lake, with unobstructed views across turquoise water, with hills and snow capped 
mountains as a back drop. Adjacent to the lake we visit the Church of the Good Shepherd, built of stone and oak in 1935, 
and nearby the statue of a collie dog, tribute to the sheepdogs that helped develop the Mackenzie Country. A late 
afternoon stroll in the small village before a quality dinner at our accommodation, which also features  fine views 
overlooking the lake. Overnight at Lake Tekapo. 
 
 Friday 19 February 2016 (B/L) – Mt Cook National Park 

About 45km south of Lake Tepako lies the Lake Pukaki Visitors Centre, which boasts not only much information on the 
region, but also on a clear day a fine view of Mt Cook and its surrounding peaks with the ultra-blue lake in the 
foreground. The spectacular 700 sq km Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park is part of New Zealand’s World Heritage area. 
More than one third of the park has a blanket of permanent snow and glacial ice. On arrival we visit the Mt Cook Visitors 
Centre and watch a video presentation on the history and mountaineering of the Mt Cook region. The Hermitage Hotel is 
arguably New Zealand’s most famous hotel, principally for its location and the fantastic views of Mt Cook. The Hermitage 
has long had a monopoly on accommodation at Mt Cook, and this is reflected in the prices. Originally built in 1884, the 
first hotel was destroyed in a flash flood in 1913. The rebuilt hotel survived until 1957 when it was destroyed by fire, and 
the third incarnation remains today. We will enjoy some hours at Mt Cook, with the opportunity for leisurely (or more 
strenuous) self-guided walks, a variety of aerial sightseeing (O) options, and included in the tour price, a quality luncheon 
at the Hermitage. We return in the late afternoon to Lake Tekapo - enjoy sunset drinks with fine views across the lake. 
Dinner at leisure and overnight Lake Tekapo. 
 
 Saturday 20 February 2016 (B/AR) – Oamaru, Taieri Gorge Railway and Dunedin 

Following breakfast we head south to Oamaru for a morning break in this architecturally exotic city - New Zealand’s best 
preserved precinct of historic commercial buildings – the Harbour-Tyne Historic precinct. Then to Dunedin to join the mid 
afternoon train journey through the Taieri Gorge. The rail line was constructed in 1879 as the Otago Central Railway – 
today we travel about 45km from Dunedin to Pukerangi and return. Operated by the New Zealand Railways until 1990, 
the Otago Excursion Train Trust ran its first excursion train on the railway in 1979. It was so successful that it bought 60 
kms of the railway when it closed in 1990, forming today’s company and its operations. We enjoy light afternoon 
refreshments aboard as we relax with stunning scenery as we climb through the gorge. A late afternoon return to 
Dunedin, and we check in to our hotel for the next two nights. Dinner at leisure and overnight Dunedin. 
 
 Sunday 21 February 2016 (B/L) – Oamaru by rail aboard the Silver Fern  and Dunedin 

Following breakfast we transfer to Dunedin’s impressive railway station to board the Silver Fern rail cars for our scenic 
coastal journey north to Oamaru. Enjoy splendid coastal views on the rail journey, an hour to explore Oamaru, and a 
simple luncheon aboard.  We return to Dunedin  for a brief touwn tour, to Lanarch Castle, or perhaps a walk in the 
Botanic Gardens at sunset. Dinner  at leisure and overnight Dunedin. 
 
 Monday 22 February 2016 (B/D) – Milford Sound and to Te Anau 

Following an early breakfast we head south from Dunedin and visit Invercargill for lunch. If the weather is good, we plan 
to travel to the Bluff, famous for New Zealand’s Bluff Oysters – sought by oyster aficionadas around the world, and 
fetching US $6.50 each in New York’s Grand Central Oyster Bar !  A relaxing day of beautiful scenery and travel through 
the southern most tip of New Zealand’s South Island. Then on to Te Anau for our two night’s accommodation. Enjoy lake 
view accommodation, and a quality dinner tonight. Overnight Te Anau. 



 
 

 
 Tuesday 23 February 2016 (B/L) – Doubtful Sound 

Following breakfast we travel the short distance by coach to Manapouri for a full day tour to Doubtful Sound. Whilst 
Milford Sound may be better known, and certainly has more visitors, Doubtful Sound gets much less traffic and is an 
equally impressive wilderness area of rugged peaks, dense rainforest and thundering post-rain waterfalls. Our Doubtful 
Sound adventure begins as we cruise the crystal clear waters of Lake Manapouri.  Then it’s over Wilmot Pass, stopping 
along the way to experience some of Fiordland’s densest rainforest and to view the colourful alpine moss gardens. On 
reaching Deep Cove, we board a catamaran for a three hour cruise that takes in the most dramatic scenery of Doubtful 
Sound.  Keep a look out for wildlife as bottlenose dolphins frequently come alongside vessels, fur seals bask on the 
rocks around the fiord and rare penguins can at times be observed. The tour also includes a visit to the impressive 
Manapouri Power Station. We return to Manapouri and then transfer by coach back to Te Anau in the late afternoon for 
dinner at leisure and overnight. 
 
 Wednesday 24 February 2016 (B) – Milford Sound  

Following an early breakfast we head south to Milford Sound. The 119km road into the Sound is an amazingly scenic 
road – the first part undulating farmland atop lateral moraine, then through beech forest, stunning river and mountain 
views, and on through a man-made tunnel as we drop down into the Sound. We’ll head straight to Milford Sound to join 
our nature cruise. Grand, brooding, serene and wild, Milford Sound draws visitors from all over the globe to cruise its 
length – and wonder.  Luxuriant rain forest clings to sheer rock walls washed with waterfalls.  In the foreground stands 
Mitre Peak, a majestic presence dominating the skyline. After the cruise we will ascend from Milford Sound, stopping en 
route to visit a number of specially scenic spots, including the Chasm Walk to the Cleddau River. Our journey takes us 
back to Te Anau, for a brief stop, and then on to Queenstown. Our accommodation is in lake view apartments with great 
views and excellent facilities. Dinner at leisure and overnight Queenstown. 
 
 Thursday 25 February 2016 (B) – Queenstown  and TSS Earnslaw 

A relaxing day exploring in and around Queenstown. We’ll ascend by Skyline Gondola for a spectacular 220 degree 
panorama over Queenstown, with breathtaking views of Coronet Peak, The Remarkables mountain range and across 
Lake Wakatipu to Cecil and Walter Peaks. We’ll cruise on Lake Wakatipu aboard the TSS Earnslaw – watch the stokers 
fuelling the fireboxes and hear the sound of the steam engines working as we take a nostalgic cruise on this beautiful 
lake. There are also options for more adrenalin inspiring activities (O) that we will advise you about closer to the time. 
Overnight Queenstown and dinner at leisure. 
 
 Friday 26 February 2016 (B/D) – Arrowtown, Wanaka and to Franz Josef Glacier  

After an early breakfast we head north through Arrowtown - the best example of a gold-era Chinese Settlement in NZ, 
with several restored buildings providing an enigmatic and evocative reminder of the role of the Chinese in the gold rush. 
Then to Lake Wanaka, and the town of the same name – where we stop for a morning break and time to walk around 
this picturesque town on the edge of the lake.  From here along the edge of Lake Hawea, before climbing into Mt 
Aspiring National Park and crossing Haast Pass. The Haast region is the centre of a major nature refuge, where 
enormous stands of rainforest survive alongside extensive wetlands. Its distinctive flora and fauna ensured its inclusion 
in the Southwest New Zealand World Heritage Area. Then further north along the coast to Fox Glacier – one of the two 
most famous glaciers in the Westland National Park. The Fox and Franz Josef glaciers are unique, as nowhere else at 
this latitude have glaciers advanced so close to the sea. These are what you expect glaciers to be, mighty cascades of 
ice tumbling down a valley towards the sea. Named in 1872 after the visit of the then NZ Prime Minister Sir William Fox, 
the glacier and Lake Matheson provide a splendid vista. We will stop to view the Fantail or Thunder Creek Waterfalls 
then visit the Fox Glacier Visitors Information Centre and the glacier area itself. We then head to our accommodation at 
the very smart Scenic Hotel, Franz Josef Glacier.  Dinner and overnight at Franz Josef Glacier. 
 
 Saturday 27 February 2016 (B) – TranzAlpine Express to Greymouth 

After breakfast we head north along the west coast, with great views of the wild and rugged coastline. We travel through 
Okarito, Harihari, Pukekura and Ross, and time permitting we will divert to inspect the Hokitika Gorge, filled with the 
glacial, turquoise waters of the Hokitika River. Greymouth is a small historic gold mining community, where the precious 
metal is still mined today. Perhaps better known now as the point at which one of the world’s great rail journeys begins – 
the TranzAlpine Express - that traverses the Southern Alps between Greymouth and Christchurch. The trip is 223.8 
kilometres long and takes four and a half hours. There are 16 tunnels, and 5 viaducts, the highest being the ‘Staircase’ 
standing at 73 metres. We travel from the lush beech rain forest of the West Coast, then climb steeply into the Southern 
Alps, with spectacular gorges and river valleys of the Waimakariri River, before descending to the fields of the 
Canterbury Plains and its rich farmland. An open air viewing carriage allows you to get even closer to the stunning 
scenery and provides many opportunities for photography. Overnight Christchurch. 



 
 

 Sunday 28 February 2016 (B/D) – Christchurch 

Enjoy a leisurely day of sightseeing in this fine English city – as it rebuilds from the earthquake that damaged much of 
the city centre – evidence that is still very clear. With punts gliding along the Avon River, a temporary Anglican Cathedral 
and even trams! We’ll ride the gondola from the Heathcote Valley Terminal to Mt Cavendish, and there will also be free 
time to explore at leisure – the Canterbury Brewery for those so inclined, the International Arctic Centre or the 
Christchurch Art Gallery and Museum. Internationally famed as 'The Garden City', Christchurch's well-established 
expansive parks and public gardens owe much to the planning and foresight of the city's founding fathers. The centrally-
located 161 hectare Hagley Park, the Botanic Gardens, the four leafy inner-city avenues, Victoria Square and 
spectacular gardens such as Mona Vale on the banks of the River Avon bear testimony to this legacy. Dinner tonight is 
aboard the Christchurch Tramway Restaurant Car – the only one in New Zealand - and is included. An enjoyable way to 
travel the tram lines and enjoy dinner. Overnight Christchurch. 
 
 Monday 29 February 2016 (B) –  the TranzCoastal and to Kaikoura 

We transfer to Christchurch Station and join the TranzCoastal – also acclaimed as one of the world's most scenic train 
journeys (of which there are now a great many in the world !) The TranzCoastal travels through 22 tunnels and crosses 
175 bridges, one of them being New Zealand’s only road-rail bridge. It also includes an open air viewing carriage where 
all your senses are awakened with the clean, fresh, sea air. We will travel the full line of the TranzCoastal in two sectors. 
Today we alight at Kaikoura for two nights accommodation. Kaikoura is located in a superb setting on a bay backed by 
the steeply rising foothills of the Seaward Kaikouras. Famed for its marine life, the dining options around town also 
feature crustaceans and local seafood in abundance. On arrival we enjoy some sightseeing, as well as some free time to 
explore the coast at leisure. Dinner at leisure. Overnight Kaikoura.  
 
 Tuesday 1 March 2016 (B/L) – Kaikoura whale watching and wine tasting 

After breakfast we enjoy a day of sightseeing in the region. Highlights include a whale watching and marine life cruise. 
Whilst every Whale Watch tour is a different experience and the sightings vary, Giant Sperm Whales are the stars of the 
show and year-round residents. A typical tour may encounter New Zealand Fur Seals, pods of Dusky Dolphins and the 
endangered Wandering Albatross. You may also see migrating Humpback Whales, Pilot Whales, Blue Whales and 
Southern Right Whales. Kaikoura often hosts the world's largest dolphin - the Orca - and is home to the world's smallest 
and rarest - the Hector's. Kaikoura also attracts the largest concentration and variety of seabirds on mainland New 
Zealand including thirteen species of Albatross, fourteen varieties of Petrels and seven types of Shearwater. Luncheon is 
at the beautifully located Kaikoura Wine Company with guided winery and underground cellar tours, and the fine 
backdrop of the ocean. Time to rest or explore at leisure late this afternoon and another opportunity for a fine seafood 
meal at leisure. Overnight Kaikoura. 
 
 Wednesday 2 March 2016 (B) – TranzCoastal to Picton, Cook Strait and Wellington 

This morning we rejoin the TranzCoastal for the delightful rail journey from Kaikoura north to Picton, before transferring 
to the InterIslander ferry through the Cook Strait to Wellington. This journey is a scenic feast of New Zealand, with the 
Kaikoura mountain ranges on one side and the rugged Pacific Ocean coastline on the other. We travel through some of 
New Zealand’s finest horticultural and farmland areas, and may also see wildlife such as dolphins, seals and penguins 
from the comfort of our train carriage. At Picton we join the Interislander ferry for the scenic cruise through Cook Strait to 
Wellington. There are spectacular views of the sheltered waters of Queen Charlotte Sound, as well as of Wellington as 
we approach. The ferries carry trains (not just carriages) as well as cars and supplies between the two islands. Although 
you may feel as if you are heading north, we actually head west to east, gliding past the scenic bays of the Marlborough 
Sounds. We transfer to our hotel, then enjoy dinner at one of the many fine restaurants. Overnight Wellington for two 
nights. 
 
 Thursday 3 March 2016 (B) – Wellington 

After breakfast there is time for a relaxed morning stroll, before heading off for sightseeing that includes the cable car 
from Lambton Quay to the manicured Botanic Gardens, providing magnificent city and water views. We visit the 
acclaimed Te Papa ‘Museum of New Zealand’ with its huge Maori collection, as well as Wellington Cathedral. View the 
famous ‘Beehive’ of the Houses of Parliament as well as fine views over Oriental Bay. Overnight Wellington. 
 
 Friday 4 March 2016 (B/D) – The Northern Explorer to Taumarunui 

An early start sees us join the KiwiRail Northern Explorer service which travels three times a week between Wellington 
and Auckland. The train provides fantastic views of New Zealand farmland, the volcanic plateau, Mount Ruapehu, the 
world famous Raurimu Spiral, and stunning river gorges – all from panoramic windows or open air viewing decks 
allowing you the best possible views of the magnificent North Island landscape.  



 
 

The Observation Carriage also includes a mix of seating including lounge style seating. We enjoy an afternoon of 
relaxing rail travel, with refreshments available to purchase enroute. Mid afternoon we arrive into the small township of 
Taumarunui, where we alight and transfer to our accommodation. There is some free time to explore this small village, 
and then dinner together before our full day rail excursion tomorrow. 
 
 Saturday 5 March 2016 (B/MT/L/D) – drive your own rail cart on the Okahukura railway line 

We begin our adventure today in Taumarunui where we meet our guides, before being shuttled to Tokirima to join the 
abandoned Stratford – Okahukura railway line.  Once at the rail line we jump aboard our awaiting rail carts to begin our 
journey through the rugged king country landscape. The rail carts began their life on the pristine golf courses of Gerogia, 
USA, but have been adapted to allow you to drive them along the railway line in New Zealand – a unique rail experience. 
During the trip we travel through 10 hand-dug tunnels (the longest of which is 1.5km,) enjoy a morning tea stop at one of 
the old station platforms, and stop in the old prison township of Ohura for lunch. We plan to be back in Taumarunui 
around 3:30pm, before rejoining our coach and heading across to Taupo on the edge of Lake Taupo – New Zealand’s 
largest lake - for our overnight stop, with dinner included. Enjoy the view from your lake view suites.  Dinner and 
overnight Taupo. You can see more about the rail adventure at www.forgottenworldadventures.co.nz 
 
 Sunday 6 March 2016 (B) – Taupo to Rotorua and Pauanui 

After breakfast we head the short distance to explore Rotorua, visiting the geothermal areas that have made Rotorua 
famous, with its unique volcanic landscape - thermal springs, geysers, bubbling mud pools and lakes. It is rich in Maori 
heritage, and as you will see from the tourist infrastructure, amongst New Zealand’s premier tourist attractions. We will 
aim to experience as much of the natural qualities of Rotorua as possible, aiming to minimize the exposure to abject 
commercialism. We’ll include a visit to Lake Rotorua, and a geothermal park, before heading to the Coromandel 
Peninsula for our two night stay at the smart Puka Park Resort, Pauanui. 
 
 Monday 7 March 2016 (B/D) – Coromandel Peninsula and Driving Creek Railway 

The Coromandel Peninsula is less well visited than many of the tourist areas of New Zealand, however its lovely location, 
with pretty bays, abundant birdlife, and coastal scenery make for a very enjoyable day of sightseeing. We visit the Driving 
Creek Railway and Pottery, a unique one hour rail journey up steep grades, across four trestle bridges and around two 
spirals - a rail experience that climbs into the hills and passes art works en route. Quality local pottery is also inspected 
and available for sale. We return to Puka Park Resort for dinner and overnight. 
 
 Tuesday 8 March 2016 (B) – to Paihia and the Bay of Islands 

After breakfast we head around the Hauraki Gulf and north towards Whangarei – our journey features fine beaches and 
some of the North Island’s best coastal scenery. We enjoy lunch en route and then head to the Bay of Islands and the 
picturesque township of Paihia. With a range of dinner options and attractive seaside location, we enjoy a two night stay 
on the edge of the Bay of Islands. Overnight Paihia. 
 
 Wednesday 9 March 2016 (B/D) – Bay of Islands and Waitangi National Reserve  

A full day of exploration around the Bay of Islands region, including a cruise across the Bay to Russell for lunch and 
around the world acclaimed fishing grounds. We’ll also visit the Waitangi National Reserve, inspecting a number of 
features, including the centrepiece of the Reserve, the 1832 built Treaty House, where eight years later the Treaty of 
Waitangi was signed. Overnight at Paihia on the Bay of Islands. 
 
 Thursday 10 March 2016 (B) – to Auckland  

After breakfast we join our coach for the journey south to Auckland. We’ll stop in the Hokianga region for lunch, visit 
Omapere and Opononi, Matakohe with its superb Kauri Museum. We travel through the lakes and forests of the Kauri 
Coast and visit the Waipoua Kauri Forest and the Park Information Centre. A short diversion will enable those who wish 
to take one of the short Kauri Walks (20 min) to the Te Matua Ngahere (Father of the Forest) with a 5 metre diameter 
trunk. On approach to Auckland we cross Auckland’s Harbour Bridge and then head to our accommodation for two nights 
in Auckland.  



 
 

 
 
 Friday 11 March 2016  (B/L) – Auckland 

A day of sightseeing in this harbour city, including a ferry across to Stanley Park and lunch at Cheltenham overlooking 
the beach. Explore the harbour side precinct and down towns shopping area. Overnight Auckland. 
 
 Saturday 12 March 2016 (B)  - to Australia 

A relaxing morning and an opportunity for any last minute purchases in New Zealand before heading to Auckland airport 
for flights back to Australia, arriving in Australia early evening. 
 
 Optional return to Australia on the Holland America Line ship MS NOORDAM  

Late morning we board the MS Noordam for our thirteen night cruise around the coast of New Zealand, across the 
Tasman Sea to Hobart and Melbourne, and to Sydney. 
 
 Saturday 12 – Friday 25 March  2016 (B/L/D)  - ‘MS Noordam’ cruise to Australia 

Late morning we board the MS Noordam for our thirteen night cruise around the coast of New Zealand, across the 
Tasman Sea to Hobart and Melbourne, and to Sydney. We’ve booked comfortable oceanview cabins with verandahs, 
however superior cabins are also available. Our cruise takes us overnight to the picturesque Bay of Plenty’s Tauranga, 
then to the art deco town of Napier, calls at Wellington, picturesque Akaroa, to Dunedin, then cruises in the Fjordland 
National Park. From here we head across the Tasman Sea to Hobart, Melbourne and then to Sydney on Fri 25 March. A 
relaxing way to return to Australia, with great scenery in some new cities we visit, as well as the opportunity to visit 
Wellington and Dunedin again. The vessel is a very comfortable mid-sized ship, offers quality food and a high level of 
service by the staff. Owen and Takako can provide more details of the experience. The cruise fare is $3,990 per person, 
twin share, in oceanview cabins with private balconies. 
 
 Sunday 13 March 2016 (B/L/D) – Tauranga 

A full day to explore Tauranga and the lovely beachside community, or walk to the headland for great views. 
 
 Monday 14 March 2016 (B/L/D) –  Napier 

Explore the art-deco Napier with the best collection of preserved art deco buildings following their rebuilding after an 
earthquake. 
 
 Tuesday 15 March 2016 (B/L/D) – Wellington 

Wander the city streets and picturesque harbour side, or visit Te Papa if you did not before. 
 
 Wednesday 16 March 2016 (B/L/D) – Akaroa 

The small community is reached by tender from the ship, and the lively arts and crafts of the village are appealing. 
 
 Thursday 17 March 2016 (B/L/D) – Dunedin 

There are opportunities to visit new places in Dunedin from our earlier visit.  
 
 Friday 18 March 2016 (B/L/D) – Cruising Fjordland National Park 

From the MS Noordam you will enjoy the scenery of the fjords that are only accessible by boat. A full day of scenic 
cruising in the Fjordland. 
 
 Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 March 2016 (B/L/D) – crossing the Tasman Sea 

Two days at sea as we cross the Tasman Sea to Tasmania – enjoy the many features aboard, lectures, films, swimming 
pool, entertainment, or just relax on the open deck. 
 



 
 

 Monday 21 March 2016 (B/L/D) – Hobart 

Berthed in downtown Hobart, walk to the Salamanca Markets and main city centre. 
 
 Tuesday 22 March 2016 (B/L/D) – crossing Bass Strait to Melbourne 

A day at sea as we head north along the eastern coat of Tasmania and across Bass Strait to Melbourne. 
 
 Wednesday 23 March 2016 (B/L/D) – Melbourne 

Catch the tram from outside the wharf and head in to Melbourne to explore the city. 
 
 Thursday 24 March 2016 (B/L/D) – at sea to Sydney 

Our final day at sea as head along the east coast of Australia to Sydney. 
 
 Friday 25 March 2016 (B) – disembark Sydney 

A morning arrival, and after breakfast, we alight for the ship in Sydney. 
 
 GENERAL COMMENTS AND BOOKING CONDITIONS 

 
 ACCOMMODATION, MEALS AND RAIL TRAVEL 

Accommodation is generally in 4 to 4.5  star hotels. In some locations the best available may not be 4.5 star, 
and in some locations we have selected superior hotels as part of the experience of the location. Meals are 
included as shown - breakfast is included most mornings, and some lunches and dinners - when there is a 
range of options, and you can choose the style and time of dining you prefer, we have given you the 
opportunity to do so. Meals included are indicated as (B) Breakfast, (MT) Morning Tea, (L) Luncheon, (AT) 
Afternoon Tea, (LR) Light Refreshments, (LD) Light Dinner, (D) Dinner and (S) Supper. Travel is by private 
chartered coach, chartered rail services, regular tourist railways and New Zealand’s KiwiRail. 
 
 PERSONAL SERVICE AND MEETING INDIVIDUAL NEEDS 

SJR prides itself on its personal service and attention to detail. The organisers of the itinerary escort the tour. 
You are assured of the utmost service and our commitment to your satisfaction. We recognise that each 
passenger has different interests, and when feasible we will provide the opportunity to allow you to rest from 
the group or explore by yourself. 
 
 FARES AND BOOKING PROCEDURES 

The tour is limited in size to 28 guests and bookings will be confirmed in order of receipt of a deposit of $2,000 
per person. The tour fare is $10,895 per person (twin share) plus airfares to and from New Zealand. The 
group flights will be from Sydney with Emirates, departing on the morning of Wed 17 February 2016, and 
returning mid afternoon Saturday 12 March 2016. There is a $2,895 single supplement for hotels. The tour 
escorts will accompany the return cruise aboard MS Noordam to Australia. The cruise fare is $3,990 per 
person, twin share, in oceanview cabins with private balconies. The tour fare includes all coach travel; all 
transfers when part of the group;  all accommodation on a twin share basis (single accommodation is 
available on payment of the single supplement); sightseeing and entrance fees as indicated, and meals as 
shown in the itinerary for each day. The fare does not include meals not identified, drinks, excess baggage 
charges, gratuities, telephone calls, laundry, any items of a personal nature, travel outside the organised 
group. Due to the variety of interests of individuals, and the range places available for inspection on some 
days, we have included key features in the tour cost. Inspection and entry fees when not part of the planned 
group activity are not included in the tour cost. Additional or optional activities such as some cable car 
journeys, boat cruises are not included in the tour cost. Bookings should be made on the attached form. The 
deposit of $2,000 per person should be forwarded by cheque, payable to St James Rail, along with the 
booking form, to: 



 
 

 
SJR, PO Box N400, GROSVENOR PLACE, 1220  
 
You can also pay the deposit by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT): 
 
 Account name: Scenic Journeys by Rail 

BSB:   033 364 
Account:  612826 

 Bank:   Westpac 
 Reference:  NZ and your surname 
 
If paying by EFT, please ensure you include the Reference above and your surname, and email to 
sjr@digitor.com.au to advise that you have done so. Please forward the booking form to the postal address 
above. If you wish to pay by credit card, please indicate on the booking form attached, and we will call you to 
get card details and Flight Centre, Martin Place will process the booking deposit. (A merchant fee of 1.98% for 
Visa/Mastercard, 2.97% for American Express applies.) 
 
 AIR TRAVEL TO/FROM NEW ZEALAND  

The group will travel from Sydney to Christchurch with Emirates Airlines on the morning of Wednesday 17 
February 2016, returning mid afternoon on Saturday 12 March 2016. We will obtain the best airfare for you at 
the time of your booking. 
 
 BOOKING, CANCELLATION AND TRAVEL CONDITIONS 

Bookings will be accepted on the attached form. Cancellation fees apply as follows: the initial deposit is 
refundable less cancellation costs incurred by suppliers for commitments made on your behalf, and a $500 
administrative fee. After payment of further deposits towards the final tour cost, costs for tickets, 
accommodation, sightseeing etc made on your behalf  will incur cancellation charges equal to the cancellation 
charges incurred to us, imposed by suppliers/operators, plus a fee to cover administrative costs – more than 
three months prior to departure, $1.000 per person; within three months, $2,000 per person. No refund will be 
made after 1 January 2016. All cancellation or administration charges imposed by the suppliers/operators of 
components of this tour must be borne by you, the passenger. Responsibility - St James’ Rail acts only as the 
organiser of the tour. Transportation, accommodation and other tour arrangements are made by our licensed 
travel agent, coach operators and hotel providers in New Zealand. On acceptance of tickets and travel 
documents for this tour, which may be evidenced in writing by a ticket, voucher, letter, or other document, you 
accept that neither St James’ Rail nor representatives from any other firm supplying services in conjunction 
with this tour programme, shall be liable in contract or in tort (actionable wrong) for any injury, loss, damage, 
accident, sickness, delay or additional expense to you or your possessions arising directly or indirectly by 
force majeure or other events which are beyond our control, or which are not preventable by reasonable 
diligence on our part,  including, but not limited to, civil disturbance, fire, floods, acts of God, acts of 
Governments or other authorities, changes in itinerary, weather, strikes, war, transportation disruption, failure 
of machinery or equipment, industrial action,  quarantine or any other cause. Where travel is by scheduled 
carrier, or charter service, that carrier’s responsibility is limited in accordance with their conditions of carriage. 
Similarly all luggage is your responsibility, and we cannot be held liable for any loss or delay however caused. 
The care of your travel documents are your own responsibility. All expenses incurred by loss must be borne 
by you. Airline regulations and conditions are written on the airline tickets and are issued to passengers 
subject to their acceptance of these conditions. Changes in exchange rates, taxes and any land arrangements 
costs may alter the price of the tour, and St James’ Rail reserves the right to change, amend or cancel this 
tour and/or itinerary if necessary. We reserve the right to amend the itinerary en route to account for 
unforeseen changes or conditions, or to improve the tour experience for the majority, as determined by the 
tour leader.  



 
 

 
 
 INSURANCE 

A comprehensive travel insurance policy is available and recommended to protect yourself against 
cancellation fees, health and other travel risks. An insurance policy can be sent to you from our travel agent, 
Jones and Turner, Travel Associates, Paddington, for your consideration. Obtaining insurance cover for the 
tour is, however, your responsibility. 
 
 FURTHER INFORMATION  

Please call us on (02) 9326 9660, 0418 585 838, email at sjr@digitor.com.au, or visit our website at 
www.stjamesrail.org for further details or information.  
 
 CAPACITY  / PREPAREDNESS TO PARTICIPATE  IN THE TOUR 

Fitness and mobility are necessary for participation in the tour. Tour passengers must be able to manage their 
own luggage, and to carry/wheel it from the coach to hotels, and if necessary, up or down a flight of stairs. 
Visiting some sights involves walking up and down flights of steps, and the tour involves the opportunity for 
walking in wilderness and nature. Sharing, generosity and courtesy to fellow passengers is a hallmark of SJR 
tours over more than 30 years. Aboard our private coach we expect passengers to share the front seats, and 
aboard trains and boats, to share the premium viewing seats and locations. It is not possible to occupy the 
front seats of the coach each day of the tour. By payment of your deposit and then tour fare you confirm that 
you are of a suitable level of mobility and fitness to participate in the tour, and are aware of the nature and 
expectations of participation in the tour. 



 
 

 

- NEW ZEALAND - 
Wednesday 17 February to Saturday 12 March 2016 

(to 25 March with MS Noordam return cruise) 
Booking Form 

 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Name:………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address: ………………………………………….………… Suburb: ……………..………… Postcode: …….…… 
 
Home tel: …………………………  Work tel: ……………….…………… Mobile: ………………………………… 
 
Email: ………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
PLEASE MAKE A BOOKING AS FOLLOWS: 
 
BOOKING DETAILS (Name EXACTLY as shown in your passport) 
 
Passenger 1 Name: ……………………………………………….  (Date of Birth) …….……. ……………..…… 
 
Passenger 2 Name: ……………………………………………….  (Date of Birth) …….……. ……………..…… 
 
Passenger 3 Name: ……………………………………………….  (Date of Birth) …….……. ……………..……  
 
Passenger 4 Name: ……………………………………………….  (Date of Birth) …….……. ……………..…… 
 
PAYMENT 
 
….. I have enclosed $ ………….. as deposit ($2,000 per person)  for the above booking. Please make  
  cheques payable to St James Rail. 
 
….. I have paid by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) as described previously.  Please email SJR to advise  
  and send this form. 
 
 Account name: Scenic Journeys by Rail 

BSB:   033 364 
Account:  612826 

 Bank:   Westpac 
 Reference:  NZ and your surname 
 
….. I wish to pay by credit card. We will call you to get card details and Jones and Turner, Travel  
  Associates, will process the booking deposit. (A merchant fee of 1.98% for Visa/Mastercard, 2.97% for  
  American Express will apply.) 
 
A letter will be sent acknowledging receipt of your deposit and providing further details. 
 
TRAVEL TO/FROM NEW ZEALAND 
 
…..  Please book me/us to travel to New Zealand and return on the group flight from and return to Sydney 
  in Economy Class 
 
….. Please call me to discuss alternate travel arrangements. 
 
 
 



 
 

RETURN CRUISE FROM NEW ZEALAND 
 
…..  Please call to discuss the return to Australia aboard MS Noordam. 
 
 
ONE WORLD FREQUENT FLYER DETAILS: 
 
….. Please advise if you have One World Frequent Flyer number (eg Qantas, Emirates, Cathay )acific): 
 
Name: …………………………… Airline: …………………………..  No:…………………  
 
Name: …………………………… Airline: …………………………..  No:…………………   
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 
 
Single rooms: ……….  Double rooms: ……….  Twin (two bedded) rooms: ……….  
 
PASSPORT DETAILS 
 
Name: …………………………… Passport No: ………………………….. Expiry Date:…………………  
 
Name: …………………………… Passport No: ………………………….. Expiry Date:…………………  
 
(If not Australian passports please advise.) 
 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS 
 
Please indicate any dietary or any other sort of special request :  
 
………………………………………………….....………………………….…………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………..…………………………………………………….………………… 
 
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
INSURANCE 
 
….. Please send an insurance quote  

 
 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE 
 
I have read the reservation conditions outlined above and accept them on behalf of myself and my party by 
whom I am authorised to make this agreement. 
 
 
Signature of person making reservation: ………………………………………..………………  Date: …………… 
 
 
Cancellation charges will apply as advised in this itinerary. An insurance policy can be forwarded from our 
travel agent Sarah Manche at Jones and Turner, Travel Associates, Paddington, 2021. 
 
 
Telephone  +61 2 9326 9660      Mobile   +61 418 585 838 
Email   sjr@digitor.com.au     Web  www.stjamesrail.org 



 
 

SJR NEW ZEALAND 2016 
 


